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CANNEL COAL. 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 


was discovered by the Advertiser in 1818. Cannel 
Coal was then littleused in London: aftérsurmountin 

much opposition, it has become the principal Canne 
Ceal used in the Metropulis, and has y assisted 
in improving the London gas. Its joint products of 
gas of high illum.nating power, and coke of good quality, 
amake it one of whe most economical coals known. Itis 
used by all tl.e London Gas Companies, as well as by 
matty Proviucial and Foreign. ‘The | Palace was 
ghted-fi ‘m it in 1851, and the Post-office, Bank, and 


li 
4) Times Orfice, are at present. 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
FiRE-BRICKS of all descriptions, Manufactory 
established in 1804. 

RAMSAY’S GARESFIELD COAL and COKE, 
Bone and Artificial Manures of all kinds. 

Address G. H. Ramsay, Offices, Broad-chare, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

April 27, 1854. 


THE Mirfield Gaslight Company. 
(LIMITED.) 

CONTRACTS for the construction of the MIRFIELD 
GAS-WORKS will be LET, at the Black Bull Inn, 
Mirfield, on Tuesday, Jan. 13, 1857, and will be divided 
inte Six Contracts, in the following manner :— 

No. 1 A.—All Buildings complete (except Tank and 
Well); Tar and Ammonia Vaults, in Stone- 





work. 

No.1 B.—The same, in Brick-work. 
No. 2.—Tank and Valve-Well; Tar and Ammonia 
; Vaults. 

No. 3.—Machinery, commencing with Retorts, and 

ending at Inlet-Valve of Gasholder, 

No. 4. holder a tings, complete. 
No. 5.- Street Mains. 
‘No. 6.—Laying of Mains. 

Or the whole may be let in one Contract. 

Each Contractor to find Sureties; to be approved of 
by the Directors. 

The lowest or any tender may not be accepted. 

No allowance for Tenders will be made, 

Plans and Specifications may be seen at Mr. Mars- 
land’s, Wakefield Arms, Wakefield, between the hours 
of Twelve and Three, on Wednesday and Thursday, 
Jan. 7 and 8, 1857; and at the Black Bull Inn, Mirfield, 
on Saturday, Jan. 10, 1857, between Ten and Five 
o’clock. ee 

Further particulars may be had on application to 
W. STaTTER, Ksq., WAKEFIELD, or CHARLES WALKER, 
“~“¢ 5 MIRFIELD, 

Jan 


EDWARD RUSSELL, 
ALMA TUBE WORKS, 
W. 
Manufacturer of Patent Welded Wrought-Iron Tubes 
for Gas, Steam, and Water. Wrought and Cast Iron 
Fittings of every description. Stocks, Taps, and Dies. 
Core 











rs for Lron-tounders, 


ANTED, Two Brass Finishers, 
capable of taking the entire works of a small 

shop, and who are thorough Gas-fitters, Also a SMITH 
and BELLHANGER, who can fit up gas apparatus and 
lay services. Constant a be given. 
Address Mr. D. MornPHY, Gas-Works, Hythe, Kent, 


WANTED, a Man thoroughly com- 
petent ‘o repair Meters of different makers ; 
to act as Inspector of. Mains and Foreman of Fitters, if 
required. He must also be cahable of Bronz 
quering, and making up Gas-fittings. Address (with 
testimorials, and s wages required) to Messrs. 
— “ Jong JoxBs, Contractors, Dover. 
an. 1. ‘ 











GAS MANA “ER. 
HE Advertiser, who is a thoroughly 


ractic»! Manager, is desirous of an ENGAGE- 
M EN either to conduct a provincial gas-works, or a8 
assistant to an engineer in a first-class work, Is wel 
up in all de’ails of manufacture and distribution, 
and zealous in the discharge of his duties. Can give 
security, and is willing for salary to depend entirely on 
profits realised. ‘lestimonials and reference on appli- 
cation to C. D.. care of Mr. WB, KiNG, 11, Bolt Court, 
} Fleet Stree! | oNDON, 


SECON -HAND STATION-METERS. 


(BABLEs BOTTEN and SON, ha 
lately exchanged some STATION-METERS (in 
good condition) for larger ones, will dispose of them on 
most reasoyab!: terms. C. B, and Son would also call 
the attention o «Il buyers to their new tariff for Con- 
sumers’ Metvrs CHARLES BoTTeN and Son, En- 
gineers and M -uufacturers of Gas Meters, Fittings, 
and all Gas A) iratus, Crawford Passage, Ray Street, 
Clerk nwe!!, «©. oon, 

















COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


JOS. COWEN and CO., 

BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for “*Gas 
Rerorts and OTHER OBsEcTs in Fire CLAY.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- 
tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retorts in the United 
Kingdom; ‘and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all 
shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other 
article in Fixe Clay, are promptly executed at their 
works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AXD COKE. 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay Sipe, NEWCASTLR-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 








JOHN RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY, 
STAFFORDSHIRE, 

and 69, UPPER THAMES-STREET; LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; 1 6 and. 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLU r Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R. and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in a few days. 

he eminent Engineer, Mr. Perkins, confines himself 
altogether to the use of John Russell and Co.’s Tubes 
in his High-Pressure Steam Patents. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinde of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 





CROSLEY & CO, 


GAS METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, 
LONDON, 








SoLe LICRENCEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
W. CROSLEY’S anp CROSLEY & GOLDSMITH’S 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING 


AND 
COMPENSATING GAS METERS, 
by which the True Water-Line is constantly main- 
tained, and accuracy of measurement at times 
secured, 

Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE- 

a da ow for — where there is an 
lequacy of pressure to supp! e special uire- 
ments of certain sin be g nd duty the 
day or night. 

Also, ManufacturersofEXPERIMENTAL METERS, 
GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINU'TE-CLOCKS, 
PHOTOMETERS, &c. &c., similar to those used by 
Mr. King, of Liverpool. 

C. and Co. continue to manufactute ordinary WET 
METERS of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosley 
—_ been for many years the principal and confi- 
dential assistant of his relative, the late Mr. Samuel 
Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of 
his decease, in which capacity he communicated to 
W. C. the secret of the mixture of the metals which 
has rendered the Crosley Meter so durable and su- 
perior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number 
of them being still at work, after having stood the test 
of nearly a quarter of a century’s use, 





y 


fTARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1856, price 2\s., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III, 


Gas Companies in England and abroad, and | 
vantages and great security fully proved. ¥ 
numbers are in use. Prices from 





BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WILLIAM COCHRAN CARR, 


begs most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, Pro- 
vincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and that he is now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FERE-CLAY Rt TORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents : 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
65, OLp Broap Street, City, Lonpon. 


HE Manager of a large City Gas- 

Work, in the West of England, has Ae See 

ita PUPIL, to be instructed in the Practical Manu- 

facture of Gas, and the general arrangement and super- 

intendence of Works. For particulars and terms, 

opi to the SUPERINTENDENT of the Gas-Works, 
ATH, 


ANTED, a Permanent Situation 

as SMITH and GAS-FITTER. Can Lacquer 

and Bronzey‘and willing to make himself generally 

useful. Address,C. T.U., care of Mrs. Rupae, Bar- 
ton, Street, GLoucesTER. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


For SALE, a new Gasholder, by 

Whitehouse, 60 feet diameter by 18 feet deep, 
with 8 cast-iron columns, chains, balance-weights, &c., 
complete. All in first-rate condition, and ready for 
shipment, as, through an alteration in the plans of 
works, the same has not been erected. Apply, prepaid, 
for further particulars to Mr. JouN Buyan, New- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


TO GASHOLDER-MAKERS. 


R. JOHN BRYAN, Newcastle-on- 


Tyne, is open to receive tenders, with complete 
specification, for the delivery, f. 0. b., in Hull or Lon- 
don, of the following gasholder:—A Tel pe Gas- 
holder, 100 feet diameter, with two lifts, each 15 feet 
deep, provided with 16 cast-iron columns, chains, 
balance-weights, &c., complete. 


NOW READ 


Y, 
V L. V. of the JOURNAL of GAS 


LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 




















and IV. are still on sale, 
w.B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 











TO MANUFACTURERS AND OTHERS, 


T° BE LET or SOLD, the Lease of 
Premises suitable for the Manufacture of « hemi- 

cal Products, &c., in a neighbourhood where such 
manufactures are carried on without danger of tegn} in- 

ee Apply to Mr. Wirty, 21, Essex Street, 
TRAND. 





GAS COMPANIES 
ee with all the WORKING GAS BOOKS, GAS 
FORMS, &c., on the shortest notice. Also, SHARE 
CERTIFICATES and COMMON SEALS prepared in 
the best manner for all New Companies, by 
CHARLES & ALFRED DOUBBLE, 
REGISTRATION AGENTS 

LAW, PUBLIC COMPANIES, & MANUFACTURING STATIONERS, 
14 and 15, SERJEANTS’ INN,gFLEET STREETL, 


LONDON. 
N.B.—List of Books, &c., sent post free on application, 





WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION or 
FIRE BRICKS, a LUMPS, TILES, 
c. &e. 

Lonpon OFrFigzs: 

76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 


RYAN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 


GAS VALVES have been adopted by numero 
















llevte 
eter. “) 
BRYAN DonkIN and Cq,,-— 
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MR. WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 
LQNSULTING ENGINEER, 
DUDLEY. 





NEW PATENT WET GAS-METER. 


KNIGHT, MERRY, & EXLEY, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
14, BARGE YARD CHAMBERS, BUCKLERSBORY, 
LONDON, 

AND 131, BRADFORD STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
beg to submit to Gas Companies and others some of the 

advantages possessed by their 
PATENT ANTI-CORROSIVE ECCENTRIC 
GAS METER 
over those of the ordinary kind. 
The Case is formed of strong Sheet Tron of the best 
quality by powerful machinery; and, when complete, 


consists of 
FIVE PIECES ONLY, 


s thickly coated, with a Metallic Alloy, similar to that 
of the Drum, which renders it as durable as the Drum 
itself, 

The SyPHon, or Spout, is east in one body, without 
seam, and is double the thickness of those usually 
employed. ; 

The parts that communicate Motion to the Index are 
INDESTRUCTIBLE, and will continue in good working 
order for an indefinite period. 

The Ftoart is cylindrical, and not liable to collapse. 

The VAxve is self-adjusting, ensuring soundness and 
facility of action under all pressures. st 

The Inpex is thoroughly protected from water rising 
in the Spindle Tube, should the pressure exceed six 
inches. 


on the Syphon principle, which prevents the abstraction 
of Water from the Meter by pressure, : 
These, with other minor improvements, make this 
Meter superior in every respect to those generally made. 
The Patentees respectfully solicit a trial, feeling con- 
fident that its advantages only require to be known to 
ensure its general adoption. The a principle, so 
long tried and proved to be correct, has not been de- 
parted from in the arrangement of the PATENT MRTER 
—the aim of the Patentees having been to perfect what 
has been already well tested, rather than risk any novel 
combination or untried invention. 
Knight, Merry, and Exley also manufacture the 
ordinary Wet Gas-Meter, Street Lamps, &c. &c. 
Further particulars and Price Lists may be obtained 
at either of the above addresses. 


i ordinary case contains Twenty-five pieces), which | 





The FruuinG and WatTeR-LEVEL APPARATUS are | 





BY ROYAL LETTERS PATENT, 





MESSRS. HOLMES & CO, 
WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, 


HUDDERSFIELD, 
CONTRACTORS FOR THE ERECTION OR 
ALTERATION OF GAS-WORKS, 
with Mains, Meters, Service-Pipes, Lamps, Lamp- 
Posts, Wrought and Cast Iron Tubes, &c. 


PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, & TENDERS, 
FOR THE LIGHTING OF 
TOWNS, VILLAGES, MANUFACTORIES, &c. 


The “ PATENT GAS APPARATUS” made by 
Holmes and Co. is one of the most effective (and orna- 
mental) Apparatus yet submitted to the public. 


Hayfield Paper-Mills, near Stockport, 
Aug. 4, 1856. 

Sir,—Our gas apparatus was erected by Messrs. 
Holmes, of Huddersfield, about two years ago, and we 
have had little or no trouble with it since, and is in 
every respect working beyond our expectations. 

If you require gas, you will find Holmes’ principle 
the best. I am, Sir, yours most respectfully, 

W, Sutton, Esq., JOHN SLACK. 

Scotby, near Carlisle. 


Scotby Works, near Carlisle, 
ec, 3l, e 
Respected Friends,—The gas apparatus you have 
erected for lighting my works and the village of Scotby 
produces brilliant gas ; and I consider that your con- 
tract is fulfilled in an honourable manner, with credit 
to yourselves, and to my satisfaction. I had intended 
fixing a gas apparatus some years ago, but, previous to 
yours, had not seen any I approve of, 
1 am, yours truly, W. SUTTON, 
Messrs. Holmes and Co., Huddersfield. 


P.S.—OTHER REFERENCES ON APPLICATION. 
AY’S Patent Equitable Gas-Meter. 


The attention of Gas Companies is requested to 
the above Meter as an efficient preventive of fraud by 
** tilting,” so often resorted to by dishonest consumers. 

Manufactured only by Wa. Cowan, 60, Buccleugh 
Street, EDINBURGH. 





. PRACTICAL Mechanics’ 





Journal, 

for January, 1857, contains :—Plate Engravlngs | 
of Bowers’ “ Combined Gas Apparatus for Small Towns | 
and Villages,” and Auld and Stephen’s Steam Boilers; | 
Fifty Wood Engravings illustrative of Articles on Gas, 
Lighting ; the Atlantic Telegraph; Patent Office Ex-| 
penses; Mechanical Notes from America; Collodion | 
Photo hs: and Specifications of 23 Patents and | 
Designs for Gauges, Water-Pressure Regulators, Far-| 
naces, Steam-engines, Envelope Machinery, Photo- 


—=" 





phy, Spinning Mechanism, Power-looms, Water 
om &c.; Patent Law Reports ; Lists of all Patents 
and Designs; Reviews, Monthly Notes, &c. | 
LonpDON : LONGMAN, Brown, and Co., Paternoster | 
Row. Editor’s Office (Office for Patents, &c.), 47, | 
LincoLn’s INN FIELDS. || 





O48: IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 
with Syphons and all requisite Connections, Lamp 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, | | 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pan3, Charging and |! 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross | 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materials supplied; with every 
description of goods in use by Gas Works, in stock, on 
wholesale prices, at 

LYNCH WHITE'S, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground-street, 
LONDON. 








TO GAS & WATER COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, 
AND FITTERS. 


RSIDE’S Registered Tube-Vice 

holds all sizes of Wrought-Iron and Brass Tubes 
with the greatest firmness and least possible pressure ; | 
consequently it is not so liable to split or damage the , 
Tubes as the ordinary Vice, and considerably facili-| 
tates the Workman, who may do almost double the | 
quantity of work. Also, 

GARSIDE’S IMPROVED MAIN - DRILLING) 
CLIPS, for Drilling Holes for Service-Pipes. With 
this Instrument the perforation of pipes for the attach- 
ment of smaller Tubes can be effected with great ease 
and precision, Likewise, 

HEAP’S REGISTERED GAS TONGS, most highly 
approved of as vastly superior to those in present use. 

For Drawings, Testimonials, and Prices, apply to, 
Mr. G, Jaques, 3, Gloucester Road North, REGENT’s | 
PaRK, Sole Agent in London; or tothe Maker, 8. GAR- 
SIDE, Stamford Street, ASHTUN-UNDER-LYNE. | 








FIRE-CLAY 





PRICES MODERATE. 








RETORTS. | 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, | 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrecks, 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. | 

To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


| 
RETORTS, | 
| 











MANUFACTURERS OF P 














TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. | 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. Z 





ESTABLISHED 


¢ 


peculiar method of their 
carbon to their interior surfaces. 





" 
ure, 


To meet the great increase in demand, extensive enlargement of pre mises and the fitting up of more perfect apparatus have been effected ; and gas engineers may rely 


LIVESEY FIRE 


NEAR BLAC 


Oo. BROTHERS AND COMPANY, | 
ATENT CARBONACEOUS CLAY RETORTS, 






Pas 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


-CLAY WORKS, | 















JOSEPH CLIFF, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 
FIRE“CLAY RETORTS, OF ANY SIZE OR SHAPE, SUPPLIED ON SHORTEST NOTICE. 


These Retorts are used extensively in the Gas Works of Leeds, Hull, Liverpool, Preston, Bradford, Rochdale, and other towns, where they have been tested side by 
side with those of Stourbridge, Neweastle, and other makes, and have invariably proved themselves a superior article. ‘i ; 
Eminent Gas Engineers bear testimony that these Retorts are the BEST FINISHED AND MOST CORRECT IN FORM of any in the kingdom 





lly smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKg; thus,in a great measure, preventing leakage and the adhesion of 


with confidence on their orders, to any extent, being promptly and satistctorily executed. 


N.B.—FIRE BRICKS, TILES, AND OTHER FIRE GOOD , OF UNEQUALLED QUALITY.—EXPORT ORDERS PROMPTLY EXECUTED.! 
M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods’ Station. 
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Their surfaces are, by the 
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NOTICES. 


| The next number will be published on on Tuesday, Jan. 20, and the subse- 

| quent numbers on each successive alternate Tuesday, till our project 
of weekly publication is carried into effect. 

Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose 
the stamp; they are otherwise liable to the full postage charge for 
letters. 

This Journat has been duly registered at the General Post Office for 
transmission abroad. 

All Communications to be addressed to the Editor, No. 5, Parliament 
Street, Westminster; and orders for Advertisements to Mr. W. B. 

, King, the Publisher, No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 


ERRATUM. 


At page 707, second column, for— 

Mr. BacGattay: The witnesses referred to Vauxhall and Shoreditch, 
as well as to the works of the Equitable Gas Company. Then it was 
said, &c. 
Re 


Mr. Baccattay: The witnesses referred to Vauxhall and Shoreditch, 
as well as to the works of the Equitable Gas Company. 
Mr. Setwyn: Then it was said, &c., 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 1857. 


NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 
'| Certarnty Sir B. Hall has found out “ how not to do it.” 
|| The metropolitan public may thank him for making the “ con- 
|| fusion ” upon the subject of the main drainage far ‘‘ worse 
confused” than it was before; and at the same ‘time they may 
| justly class the quondam Radical, Anti-Centralisation, Anti- 
| State Church Baronet as one of the shining lights of the Cir- 
|| cumlocution Office. He began his official career by organising 
|,a species of ‘‘ Vestry-clique’’ Municipality, which he himself 
| declared, as soon as it exhibited symptoms of independence, 
| was utterly incompetent to form an opinion upon the very 
| question it was intended to solve. He then, after limiting the 
| period i in which one of the most gigantic operations of the age 
|1s to be performed, rejects two of the schemes this munici- 
| pality had sent for his approval ; suggests another upon most 
|,Incompetent advice; and now reopens the discussion by 
|, referring the whole question to a fresh body of engineers, 
||who are, in fact, requested, by the most impertinent letter 
'|perhaps ever issued, to study the problem of the metro- 
politan drainage de novo, and to suggest a new scheme. 
| Guizot said once that ‘ France was rich enough to pay for its 
| glory : ” we may shrewdly suspect that ‘‘ England,” in the 
jeyes of quondam Radicals, ‘‘ is rich enough to pay for its 
‘blunders:’’ but we would urge independent members of the 
Legislature to inquire how the funds are obtained for these 
various commissions—these expensive modes of “ not doing 
| anything.” 
| That the word “ impertinent ” is the correct term to apply 
| to the First Commissioner’s letter of instruction (he still ig- 
“nores his fellow-commissioners, by the way) to Messrs. Simpson, | 





Death of Dr. Ure .. es wa am on o> = Son ft 








Blackwell, and Galton, must be evident to any one who may 
recollect the various stages through which the question of the || 
metropolitan drainage has passed, and who may take the trouble || 
to wade through “such ” document—if we may be allowed to || 
quote the elegant language of Sir B. Hall’s great title to fame—|' 
we mean by “ such” document, the said letter of instruction. || 
The act provides that the Metropolitan Board is to submit to 
** the Commissioners ’’—not to the First Commissioner alone— | 
“of her Majesty’s Works and Public Buildings, the plan of | 
the intended sewer and works for the purpose of preventing all || 
or any part of the sewerage within the metropolis from flowing 
or passing into the River Thames in or near the metropolis ; ” 
and that ‘‘ no such plan shall be carried into effect until the 
same has been approved by such commissioners.” The duty | 
of the commissioners is, therefore, a very simple one: it con-| 
sists simply in the approval or the rejection of the plan sub-| 
mitted by ‘ such board ;” and, if the First Commissioner had 
not sufficient confidence in the opinions of his regular pro- | 
fessional advisers to justify his coming to any decision upon 
plan B*, he was not justified in rejecting plan B—still less is |; 
he entitled to name a new comn::ssion to revise every scheme, 
however wild or absurd it may be, which has been put before 
the public since 1848; and then to invite ‘* such” commission 
to submit its own plan. ‘* Quot hommes, tot sententie”— | 
every thinking engineer must have his own views upon sub-'! 
jects of this kind; and, to invite Messrs. Simpson, Blackwell, 
and Galton, to suggest theirs, is neither more nor less than to || 
invite them to present a new plan for the metropolitan drain- 
age; and Mr. Bazalgette, who has ably and conscientiously | 
studied the problem for so many years, is coolly invited to com- | 
municate all his information, in order to enable “ such” fresh 
rivals to devise a scheme which may have the effect of setting 
aside the result of his labour! Fortunately, Messrs. Simpson, 
Blackwell, and Galton, are men of too high character to allow 
us for a moment to entertain the idea that they would use 
*‘ such ” information unfairly ; but Sir B. Hall had no right to 
ask them for advice upon anything beyond the simple question 
of the approval or disapproval of the plan “‘ submitted by such 
board.” Truly, the Metropolitan Board has met with its 
deserts ! and the post-prandial reconciliation of Kings Log} 
and Stork has been attended by the results we predicted at the || 
time ! but how long will the public allow itself to be made the | 
victim of these would-be great men, and of their attempts at || 
legislation, which are as deficient in constitutional principle as 
they are in grammar or style? Shades of Oxensteirn, Mrs. 
Malaprop, and Bilboquet ! how you must rejoice at the spectacle || 
offered by the Board of Works’ department of the British Go- || 
vernment in 1857 ! 

If, however, the instructions given to Messrs. Simpson, |) 
Biackwell, and Galton, be objectionable,. Sir B. Hall deserves 
credit for having selected three men of very superior talent || 
and irreproachable character. Captain Galton’s previous edu- 
cation and business habits have certainly not been of a nature’ 
to induce us, @ priori, to consider his opinion on the subject of 
the metropolitan drainage as of much value ; and it is worthy 
of particular notice, that the person whose opinion upon any 
branch of hydraulic engineering would carry most weight with | 
the profession, has been studiously excluded by both Sir b. 
Hall from his tribunal, and by Mr. Chadwick from the Trea- | 
sury job, facetiously called ‘‘ An inquiry into the disposal of | 
town refuse, or sewerage.’ Cuptain Galton is, however, in 
spite of his being a military engineer, a man of very superior 
abilities, and well able to learn the complicated sciences he | 
must bring to bear on this particular investigation. Messrs. | 
Simpson and Blackwell need no praise of ours; and altoge- | 
ther the public may congratulate itself that such good men 
and true have been selected. But when they shall have made | 
their report—what is to follow? They are not infallible : | 
their decision will certainly be attacked by disappointed | 
schemers, or by advocates of particular plans; and, should | 
the Metropolitan Board receive any accession of able, inde- 
pendent members at the next partial election, it is very likely | 
that it may in its turn reject the plan submitted by the First || 
Commissioner. And what next? 

In the meantime, we would remind Messrs. D’Iffanger, i 
Wilkinson, Leslie, &c. (who amuse themselves by abusing || 
their colleagues in bad English, and with worse taste), that! 
there is an old proverb—* that it is a bad bird which fouls its | 
own nest.” These very men, it may be observed, have done | 
more to destroy the moral influence of the Metropolitan Board | 
than any “‘ tyrannical majority :” and they should recolle ct | 
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that calling names out of doors is a poor substitute for argu- 
ment in. 

The meeting of the landed proprietors about Erith was 
not well attended, we have been informed; nor did it lead 
to any very important results. It is strange, however, 
that these parties should think it necessary to set to 
work such extraordinary machinery as they seem dis- 
posed to employ; for, if the discharge of the sewerage of 
London into the Thames, under the conditions contemplated 
by the plan B*, should be a nuisance, the remedy is very 
simple. In the case of Stratford-upon-Avon, Luton, Hitchin, 
and Uxbridge—where the parties, guided by the General 
Board of Health, have contaminated the watercourses by 
discharging their sewerage without any preliminary disinfection 
—the ordinary law tribunals have been found sufficient to re- 
press “‘such”’ wrongs; and we are convinced that an applica- 
tion to the Court of Chancery would have secured an injunction 
against any discharge of the sewerage of London which could 
be proved to be injurious to any proprietor of land on the 
banks of the river. There is no necessity for Exeter Hall or 
the Bed-chamber influence to bestir themselves in this matter. 

We alluded above to the Chadwickian job of the inquiry 
into the disposal of town refuse ; and, at the risk of repetition, 
we would seriously ask a question on that subject, and answer 
it ourselves, in the style of Sieyes’ celebrated pamphlet. What 
is a Government Commission? An invention of the Ben- 
thamite School to distort facts, so as to present a plausible 
excuse for an unnecessary interference of Government officials 
in private affairs. In this particular instance the majority of 
the Commission (it is supposed to consist of Lord Portman, 
Messrs. Ker Seymer, M.P., Brunel, Rawlinson—*‘ Powers 
eternal! such names mingled!”—Way, Lawes, and Southwood 
Smith) have already recorded their views upon the subject re- 
ferred to them in such strong terms, that it is a mere farce to 
suppose that they can investigate the matter ‘‘ de novo.” Before 
the Commission commences its inquiries, the decision of four 
out of the seven may be predicted; and, though unquestion- 
ably the opinions of two of the gentlemen we have alluded to 
are worthy of great attention, it is a mere farce to suppose that 
the present inquiry can lead to any satisfactory result. Yet 
these Commissions cost money ; and, what is worse still, their 
reports form the basis of legislative enactments. When will 
the Legislature put a stop to this monstrous system of organ- 
ised quackery ? 

The manufacturing interests, and Gas Companies in particular, 
must be prepared this session for an attack upon the freedom 
of their operations. We have heard that a committee of the 
medical officers of the Local Boards of Works of the metropolis 
have visited the establishments of several of the Gas Companies, 
for the purpose of observing the modes of working, and of 
suggesting regulations for the working of those establishments. 
Other trades, we understand, are to follow, and to be inspected 
in turn by these Dogberrys. Very probably the report of the 
present medical officers may not go for much, as they have 
apparently been selected for the same reasons which induced 
Mr. Chadwick to select his own subordinates, viz., ‘‘ because 
they were not eminent, and have no private practice.” But 
“ straws show which way the wind blows;” this is a pretty 
strong indication of the desire of our red-tape jobbers to intro- 
duce the French system of ‘‘ laws and ordonnances ”’ (to quote 
Dr. Waller Lewis) for the regulation of trade, and to submit 
our manufacturing industry to the mischievous preliminary 
inquiries, and the subsequent vexatious interferences of a 
ba‘lly-paid and corrupt police. Formerly, in England, we 
held that the duty of the Government was to repress wrong— 
not to exercise its ingenuity by endeavouring to prevent ima- 
ginary evils ; but, now that the wonderfully centralised admi- 
nistration of France has been proved to be a source of oppression 
and misery to the nation, and its intervention in trade has 
been shown to be a heavy blow and great discouragement to 
industry, we appear disposed to rush into the errors of which 
our neighbours complain so bitterly. The manufacturers of 
England should at once combine to resist this tendency of the 
Government. There is a section of hungry state paupers 
always looking out for place and power, and urging the Govern- 
ment forward in the course which has entailed upon the country 
such expensive and useless jobs as the General Board of Health, 
the Factory, the Mines, the Enclosure Commissioners, &c. 
If the various classes of traders do not organise some machinery 
for watching the measures introduced into the Legislature, and 








for defending their rights, they may depend upon it that they 





will shortly find themselves at the mercy of Government 
Inspectors. 

Rotherham has given one of the most recent, and certainly 
one of the most striking, illustrations of the practical worth- 
lessness of the General Board of Health, and we commend this 
case to the especial notice of both friends and enemies of the 
system on which that institution has been conducted, If a 
central supervision were of any value, it would arise from the 
control so exercised over local incompetence and jobbery; yet 
it is sorely to be suspected that the ridiculous climax of the 
Rotherham business is solely to be attributed to the want of 
engineering skill in the advisers of the Local Board, and who 
these were we will not at present state. There do not appear 
to be before the public any means of explaining the equally 
ridiculous misfortunes of the Worksop Local Board of Health ; 
but we fear that far too many of these new-fangled municipal 
bodies are in a similar state of bankruptcy. Do Rotherham 
and Worksop figure in Mr. F. O. Ward’s list of the 100 towns 
to which his tubular system of circulation has been applied ? 

Mr. Lowe is hard at work again in the Times, mystifying 
the state of affairs with respect to the port dues of Liverpool, 
and suppressing the real state of the Manchester finances ; and 
we cannot but consider that it is a painful spectacle to see a 
Cabinet Minister descend thus to a display of special-pleading 
ingenuity worthy of an Old Bailey practitioner. The Liver- 
pool party also appear to us to place their defence on very 
false grounds. The tollsthey raise were as much private pro- 
perty, when their predecessors purchased them, as are the Duke 
of Bedford’s estates—and obtained originally by the Earl of 
Sefton, for services no doubt as great as those rendered by the 
favourite of the blood-thirsty Henry VIII. The right of the 
corporation of Liverpool to these tolls is, therefore, as sacred 
as any right of property in an old and complicated society, 
which has succeeded by inheritance to the adyantages and 
responsibilities of other times. It may be desirable to modify 
the burthen this right imposes upon commerce ; but, if so, the 
benefit should not be obtained by an injustice, and Liverpool 
should be compensated for the loss of revenue it is now so 
coolly proposed to inflict upon it. Asa nation, we admitted 
this principle in the Slave Trade and in the Sound Dues; why 
should we ignore it at home? 





DEATH OF DR. URE. 
Ir is our painful duty to record the decease of one so illustrious 
in the scientific annals of his country as Dr. Ure, whose death 
occurred on the morning of the 2nd inst., at the advanced age 
of 78 years. For more than half a century this distinguished 
philosopher has been favourably known to the scientific world 
as the author of many valuable works upon chemical subjects, 
and as the discoverer of numerous useful processes still applied 
in the arts and manufactures of this and other countries. Com- 
mencing his truly characteristic and utilitarian career contem- 
poraneously with the wonderful discoveries of Davy, Dalton, 
Gay Lussac, and Berzelius, Dr. Ure has the great merit of 
having given a tone and direction of usefulness to the labours 
of these illustrious men, which, more than perhaps any other 
circumstance, has tended to popularise the science of chemistry 
in Great Britain; and, unquestionably, no man of the present 


day can claim to have brought forward so large a number of 


pupils, distinguished by their world-wide renown, as he has 
done in the practical development of science applied to the use 
of mankind: to this extent Dr. Ure stands not only unrivalled, 
but unapproached. 

With an instinctive appreciation of the value of truth, and a 
laborious industry almost superhuman in arriving at correct 
conclusions, this distinguished man has left behind him many 
evidences of the surprising power and precision to which che- 
mical analysis may be brought, in the hands of its real profes- 
sors; and, if it be urged against him that he occasionally ex- 
posed with seeming acerbity the blunders of other less accurate 
operators, yet a candid review of all the circumstances of these 
cases, whilst it entirely fails to disclose any malignant or im- 
proper motive, exhibits in bold relief that innate love of truth- 
ful honesty which is the very soul of chemical research: nor 
will the future biographer find much difficulty in elucidating 
this quality as the prominent characteristic of the late Dr. Ure’s 
mind. 

In private life, few men ever possessed a larger circle of 
attached friends, or better knew how to secure and retain their 
attachment. Hospitable almost to excess, and gifted with 
unusual conversational powers, the large sources of Dr. Ure’s 
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knowledge were poured forth with a freedom and lucidity 
which seldom failed to benefit as well as to captivate his hear- 
ers; and dull indeed must that man have been who could 
spend half an hour in such society without pleasure and with- 
out improvement. Distinguished as a gentleman and scholar, 
this eminent man’s acquirements were by no means limited to 
chemical or philosophical subjects, but, on the contrary, ex- 
tended into the most minute details of theological, literary, 
and political information ; in all of which matters his peculiar 
analytical power and strong reflective faculties enabled him to 
sustain a position that alone would have entitled him to rank 
as one of the leading men of the age. The death of such an 
individual at any time would be a national loss; but now, 
when practical chemistry in this country is running off as it is 
into the visionary regions of German speculation, that event 
becomes a public calamity. Berzelius has recorded his anti- 
pathy to the progress of what he called ‘the physiology of 
probability’; and, in paying due respect to the memory of 
Dr. Ure, we enter our protest against the extension of the 
the same pernicious practice: it is chemistry “made easy,” 
because made “‘ useless,”’ 

On divine authority, we are told that ‘‘a prophet is not 
without honour, save-in his own country and in his own 
house”; and perhaps few men have suffered more from the 
effects of contemporary envy and jealousy than the subject of 
this notice. But justice, though delayed, is never altogether 
withheld in England; and the name of one whose sphere of 
utility has embraced the whole civilised world, is not likely 
long to remain without that public tribute of respect and ad- 
miration which is its due. A future age will repair the defi- 
ciencies of a by-gone period, and gratefully acknowledge, in 
the late Dr. Ure, one of the most active benefactors of the 
human race. 


Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue event which has created the greatest interest amongst 
gas conmipanies during the past year is unquestionably the re- 
jection of the proposed amalgamation between the City of 
London and Great Central Gas Consumers’ Companies by the 
unanimous vote of the latter body, in spite of the support it 
received from the chairman, the deputy-chairman, and a ma- 
jority of the directors. The ample report, which will be found 
in another place, renders it unnecessary for us to repeat the 
motives which influenced the shareholders in their determina- 
tion. Even the chairman ought now to be convinced of the 
truth of the old adage, which tells us that “‘ honesty is the best 
policy,” though from past experience we almost despair of 
making him a convert. The exhibition of the 23rd ult. forcibly 
reminds us of another, which, under the designation of ‘‘ the 
happy family,” may sometimes be seen in Trafalgar Square, 
and other of the metropolitan thoroughfares, the subject of 
which is a miniature menagerie of bipeds and quadrupeds of the 
most heterogeneous description, which, though constantly at 
war when in a state of nature, are kept in peaceful amity by a 
plentiful supply of food. Similarly, 

All went merry as a marriage bell 

with the Great Central magnates, so long as the secret-service 
money was forthcoming, and the occult fa@iuence under which 
the project originated was satisfied. These failing, ‘‘ family 
jars” ensued; the old contractor must be sacrificed, and got 
rid of, and a new one sought for. The bludgeons of Lynch Jaw 
must be set in motion by a side-wind to crush a rival or force it 
into an amalgamation, and thus aid the efforts made to find a 
new contractor by offering him the supply of 580,000,000 feet 
per annum instead of 250,000,000. The rival surrendered at 
discretion, and ignominiously struck his colours, without se- 
curing any one of the objects for which he had been for years 
contending; and then came the difficulty which has terminated 
in the shipwreck of the whole combination. Leaving out of 
the question all consideration of the indelicacy of the course 
adopted by the chairman in carrying on and concluding so im- 
portant a negotiation without the cognizance of all his ‘col- 
leagues, it appears to us that the proposal itself carried with it 














its own condemnation. If, argued the shareholders, all you 


have told us be true, why should we take a concern into part- 
nership on equal terms, the greater part of whose plant is at 


Bovill, or was he himself ignorant of the fact, that, instead of 
the mains being, as asserted by the latter, of a capacity suf- | 
ficient to distribute 800,000,000 feet per annum, there was, at | 
the moment when the latter gentleman made that statement, | 
a loss of 3 inches pressure between the works and the City | 
boundary before one consumer was supplied, and while the| 
yearly quantity distributed was less than one-third of the! 
assumed delivering capacity? Was he further aware that, if) 
by any accident the stock of gas in the lower lifts of the} 
telescope-gasholders became exhausted in the early part of 
the evening, the whole district would be in darkness, in con- | 
sequence of the insufficiency of the pressure given by the! 
upper lifts to force an adequate supply through the mains ?| 
We might multiply these inquiries almost ad infinitum, were | 
it necessary to prove that the shareholders were deceived as to, 
their real position and prospects; but the time may soon come, 
when they will find it out for themselves. 

The great fact of the night’s discussion, and that which | 
mainly contributed to the rejection of the scheme, was the an- 
nouncement that a contract had been made with Mr. J. E. 
Clift, the engineer of the “‘ Pagoda ” works of the Birmingham 
and Staffordshire Gas Company, to manufacture gas for the 
Great Central Company upon the termination of Mr. Croll’s 
engagement. Mr. Clift employs at Birmingham a combination 
of brick ovens and retorts (somewhat similar to those originally 
introduced by Mr. Grafton at Cambridge and elsewhere, and 
Mr. Spinney at Cheltenham), of which we gave a full descrip- | 
tion in October, 1852. He is known to have been for many | 
years desirous of introducing his system into the London gas- | 
works, and in 1847 he offered to manufacture the gas for the} 
London and North-Western Railway stations at Euston Square | 
and Camden Town. In 1852 negotiation—alluded to under 
this head in our issue for May of that year—took place be-| 
tween him and the Great Central Company, which failed in| 
consequence of his refusal to contribute 14d, per 1000 feet, or 
to commute that contribution into a payment of £1600 per 
annum, in favour of that ‘ under-current of self-interest ”’ so} 
significantly glanced at by the deputy-governor of the Imperial 
Gas Company at the last general’ meeting, and to which Mr.| 
Dakin alluded at the meeting of the 23rd ult. Such, at least, | 
was Mr. Clift’s version of the transaction to his friends, and | 
we have no reason to doubt its accuracy. His present offer is| 
to receive Is. 9d. per 1000 feet upon the gas sold, on the| 
basis of a return of 7500 feet per ton of coal carbonised ; in| 
other words, he is to receive a minimum of 13s. 1}d. for the | 
gas from one ton of coal; but whether any precautions have 
been taken against the use of inferior inland coal, yielding less | 
gas than Newcastle, has not yet transpired. It is, however, | 
rumoured that the contract is contingent upon a supply of coals | 
being obtained at a considerable reduction upon present rates, 
and that the company are to expend a large sum in the alteration | 
of the works from Mr. Croll’s system to Mr. Clift’s, against || 
which no objection can be urged, provided it is carried to| 
profit and Joss, and not to capital. We have, however, a! 
strong suspicion that the change will be made the pretext for! 
a fresh issue of shares; and, till these doubtful matters are | 
cleared up, we refrain from expressing any opinion upon the 
practicability of carrying out the new contract, or its financial || 
prospects. Of Mr. Clift’s skill and ability in the treatment of |} 
inland coal we have satisfactory proofs; whether his provin- | 1 
cial experience will compensate for his want of experience in 
the peculiarities and irregularities of the London demand, has 
yet to be seen. ‘There are seasons of the year when the con- | 
sumption cannot be foretold within 50 per cent., and, to pro- | 
vide for this, a large reserve of retorts are required to be kept | 
heated, which totally disarranges all estimates founded upon! 
the experience of towns where the consumption is more uni- | 
form. Mr. Clift shall, however, have fair play, so far as we| 
are concerned ; but, though his contract enables him to reduce | 
the que ality of the gas to 13 sperm candles of 120 grains for | 
the 5-feet Ar gand “burner, he must not speculate upon the | 
public being contented with a quality inferior to that to wei 
they have been accustomed for the last nine years. Mr. 
Thompson is about to re-establish his photometrical Plenst 
and his reports will be anxiously watched, as a faithful indica- 
tion of what is passing at Bow Common. 

Mr. Dakin’s allusion to the “‘ tone of the Press on gas mat- | 











least four times as old as ours, and which is now taxed up to 
its full power, while you tell us we have a large surplus, and | i 
can carry on their trade as well as our own with an inconsi- 


| 
Was Mr. Dakin afraid to tell Mr, 





derable additional outlay ? 


was so clearly pointed at us, that we have no hesitation | 
in accepting his accusation, and freely admit our desire to ace | 
the price raised in the City of London to 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet 

We, perhaps, have had opportunities which he has not prof ited | 


ters” 
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\by, of assuring ourselves that, at present prices for materials 
and labour, 2s. 1d. per 1000 feet is the minimum at which a 
contractor can afford to supply it with the existing apparatus ; 
and that 2d. per 1000 feet, in addition to the present allow- 
lance of £1200 per annum, ought to be set aside for the 
!renewal and reproduction of the plant, mains, meters, and 
service-pipes. It may require another seven years’ appren- 
ticeship to settle these points under the new contract, 
but at least we may appeal to the experience of the past six 
years under the old one, as evidence that our views are no} 
| unsupported by facts; and Mr. Dakin’s conduct in the matter 
\raises a strong suspicion that at heart he really coincides with 
{us upon this point. 

| ‘The case submitted to an actuary by Mr. Bennoch is so 
| obviously one-sided and unfairly drawn, that we shall only 
| briefly allude to it. It assumes that the incomes of the two 
| bodies arise from some source equally stable and certain—as, 
|for instance, from land or money in the national fands—and 
| upon this basis is the actuary’s report founded. It is, however, 
admitted on all hands, that the City Company debit their profit 
and loss account with numerous heavy items which the Great 
Central carry to capital; the effect of which is to diminish the 
{nominal profits of the former, and to swell those of the latter. 
|This alone is sufficient to show the fallacy of the actuary’s 
,estimate; but when it is further alleged that a considerable por- 
ition of the profits of the latter has been derived from the 
contractor’s losses, it was surely incumbent on Mr. Bennoch 
to institute an inquiry as to the truth or falsehood of the alle- 
gation, knowing full well that the contractor had contingent 
claims on this head, which would become active ones when the 
company were in a position to pay a dividend of 10 per cent. 

A very unfair prejudice was created by Mr. Bovill, another 
of the directors, by means of a random assertion, that the plant 
,of the City Company was in a dilapidated state, while that of 
|his company was almost as good as new. A_ personal acquaint- 
ance with both properties enables us to assert that the very re- 
| verse is the case, the City Company having annually expended 
a large sum in the substantial repairs of its works, whilst no- 
thing has been done to those of the Central Company, except 
what was absolutely required for the current operations of the 
establishment. Mr. Bovill has, apparently, much to learn as to 
the real condition of the concern whose affairs he aids in admi- 
nistering. Indeed, the whole body seems in a complete state 
of disorganisation ; and the retention of the chair by Mr. Dakin, 
after the unmistakeable loss of confidence in him, expressed by 
the shareholders, is eminently characteristic of that quality 
which rendered Mr. Waddington, of Eastern Counties cele- 
brity, so notorious, 

We are advised by electric telegraph that two important 
rating cases were decided yesterday at the Cambridge Quarter 
Sessions—one being an appeal of the Cambridge Gas Com- 
pany against a rate of £1658, which the magistrates reduced 
to £492, without costs; and the other by the Cambridge Water 
Company against a rate of £1000, which was reduced to a 
nominal sum of 14s., with £200 costs against the parish au- 
thorities. We have taken measures to secure a special report 
of these appeals, which will appear in our next issue. 
| The Pharmaceutical Journal of this month contains the con- 
‘cluding reply of Mr. Lewis Thompson to Dr. Griffin’s attack 
|upon the Bristol Gas Company, which will repay the time spent 
on its perusal. 
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Cowntuntcated Articles. 


THE DIALOGUE RESUMED; 
OR, ANOTHER CONVERSATION BETWEEN CHARLES PEARSON, ESQ., 
AND THE “MAN OF PANCRAS LANE.” 
Brutus — Art thou anything? 
Art thou some god, some angel, or some devil, 
That makest my blood cold, and my hair to stare? 
Speak to me, what thou art. 
Apparition—Thine evil spirit, Brutus, 





Julius Cesar. 





Scene 1.—Enter the great C. P. at the corner of Ironmonger Lane, 
Cheapside—* looking daggers.” 
C.P.: “ Hung be the heavens with black” and smoky lamps, 

Evolving soot and stench from fishy oil 

At three and six per gallon. Turn off the gas 

Of thirteen-candle splendour : off! I say, 

And put this recreant Bennoch and his helpers 

Into a state of everlasting darkness. 

Tyrrell, my friend, farewell! friend Tim, “ farewell! 

I’ve touched the highest point of all my greatness, 

And from that full meridian of my glory 











I haste now to my setting.” I’m put out, 
Like a bright gaslight in a foggy evening, 
And no gas scheme shall see me more. “ Sweep on, 
Sweep on, ye fat and greasy citizens— 
Tis just the fashion; wherefore do ye look 
Upon a poor” out-voted gas projector ? 

hy shake the head and turn aside the eye 
With “ cut direct” of such significance ? 
But who is that? “ Avaunt! and quit my sight”; 
It is the “ Man of Pancras”: sneering monster! 
Ill omen for a new and happy year; 
Yet will I speak him fair. 

[Enter the Man of Pancras Lane. 

My worthy sir, accept in full detail _ 
The joyous compliments of Christmas time ; 
I wish you, with all courtesy, a very 
Happy new year. 

The Man: The same to you, Mr. Pearson, and many of them; 
but you will excuse my declining to reply in blank verse. Since | 
we last met I have had very serious misgivings as to your safety, | 
and have carefully examined the daily papers every morning; it 
gives me, therefore, much pleasure to perceive that you are net 
yet reduced to that object of Mr. Mantellini’s horror, “ a body.” 
How did you escape the Bennochites ? 

C. P.: Oh! confound them, I got off rather scurvily. That 
silky Bennoch has surely a good deal to do with Satan, as well | 
as satin, or he never could have “stumped me up” so with 
reference to Ansell’s written opinion. Of course you’ve seen the 
“ correspondence” ; how do you think it looks ? . | 

The Man: Why, upon the principle that “ consistency is a 
shabby virtue,” there is nothing “ shabby” in the position you so 
prominently occupy in that matter; on the contrary, I think you 
have added largely to your “ fame,” which will henceforth need no 
“ insurance” from “ shipwreck.” 

C. P: Well, I can assure you, “ upon my honour” 

The Man: That is quite superfluous, betwixt you and me; permit 
me also to remind you of those divine lines of Hudibras :— 

Quoth Ralpho, “ Honour is a word 

To swear by only in a lord. 

With other men ’tis but a huff 

To vapour with, instead of proof; 
That, like a wen, looks big and swells, 
Is senseless, and just nothing else.” 

C. P.: True, very true indeed; but you seem to have forgotten 

the opinion of Hudibras himself, that— 
Let it be what it will, 
It has the world’s opinion still ; 
and therefore it is in some measure requisite to keep this fact in 
view as a general —_ though, as you justly remark, the 
mention of the word may occasionally become superfluous. But 
what I wished to know was, whether you think Mr. Ansell’s 
assertion, that he “ certainly never said anything of the kind,” is a 
flat contradiction of my statement, or only an instance of the 
abrupt mode of correcting an error peculiar to accountants who 
make ends meet by the Procrustean practice of adding or subtracting. 

The Man: I really think it amounts to both of the conditions you 
have specified, because, it appears, you declared at the Great Central 
meeting that Mr. Ansell told you he “was not even aware that Mr. 
Bennoch’s inquiry referred to a gas company ;” to which Mr. An- 
sell undoubtedly gives a “ flat contradiction ;” whilst, at the same 
time, he corrects your error very much in the abrupt mode you al- 
lude to—that is, by subtracting from it every appearance of truth. 

C. P.: Then you would not advise me to stir further in that 
matter ? 

The Man: Decidedly not; a person like you can have no diffi- 
culty in devising means 

To cheer himself with scraps of verse, 

And sayings of philosophers. 
Let Bennoch “ bark,” and Robb “ surmise,” or Delane “ suggest,” 
and Ansell “subtract,” you well know that 

“The thing called pain 

Is, as the learned stoics maintain, 

Not bad simpliciter nor good, 

But merely as ’tis understood.” 

I am therefore much astonished to observe, as I do, with regret, 
that your “ruddy cheeks and cheerful countenance” have given 
place to the familiar “ pickled-cabbage” aspect which artists put 
upon the face of the lucky fellow who “ held the next number in the 
lottery to the one that won the great prize.” Why take this trifle 
to heart so? It is not the first “contradiction” surely? Consult 
Mr. Dakin upon this head; he has had great experience in such 
matters, and will assure you that it is a “ most satisfactory ” affair ; 
that there is “no division of opinion,” and that “ you have arrived 
at a safe and sound conclusion.” 

C. P.: That’s all very well, but suppose Punch were to get hold 
of it, and represent me in the character of the “ Irish Echo,” or the 
more classical “ figurante” of Hudibras:— 

There is a tall long-sided dame 
er wondrous light) ycleped Fame, 
hat, like a thin chameleon, boards 
Herself on air, and eats her words. 
Now, I have a great objection to “eat my words”; “my day of 
stirring fierce democracy and ruling the wind is gone by”: my di- 
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gestive powers are enfeebled ; “ I am old—I am 64”: what wonder, | 
then, if my “ countenance no longer conceals from cursory observers | 


“stood tolerably well in your own esteem,” as I do? 
The Man: 


experience ought to know how to slur over a thing of this kind, so | thing of the 
Are you not, by your present nervousness, rendering yourself liable 


notoriety by masquer 
gone age ?” 

C. P.: No, upon my —— but I forget. Well, I was going to 
say that “I do not like my name to be mixed up with any anti- 


and the jargon about retractations, specific explanations, publishing 
correspondence,” and so on, of “ the mock-heroic style” ; such things 
are abominably inconvenient, and have been “ entirely exploded by 
the more manly habit of thinking that characterises the present 

neration.” Then, as to your idea of obfuscating the public, have 

not done all that pen and ink can effect in the various letters ad- 
dressed to Bennoch? Show me one of them in which there is a 
distinct admission of falsehood. You refer me to Dakin: why 
Dakin himself could not have improved upon it. Have I not 
most dexterously turned the position by asserting that Ansell 


insinuating, not only that Ansell (he should have been called | 
“ Anser”) was goose enough to give an opinion from imperfect | with a halter; devil! 





Correspondence. 


the photometer was first introduced in its present shape. 
persons have expressed a wish for a copy of it, I shall feel obliged 


as to obfuscate the public, or there is small virtue in pen and ink. reeveet call — a flat sear nee : - 
| before the public eye, after I had buried it in four 


“never had the facts and figures before him which were essential | Cheer up, then, till we meet 


to enable an actuary to give a correct opinion”—thus cleverly | Good-bye, Mr. Pearson. . 
C. P.: Good-bye, my dear sir. Heaven reward you!—(aside)— 


data, but, moreover, that the opinion so given was not worth a! 
brass button? Talk to me of pen and ink! why, I can do anything | 
the real state of the mind within!” Would you like to be exhibited | I like with pen and ink, yet you see the mean advantage which | 


in Punch in either of the above capacities—more especially if you | Bennoch has taken in again ripping up that antiquated question. 
an “Did Mr. Ansell state what you publicly declared he did?” | 


y ambition does not lead me that way; but really I | Now, I call this detestably mean, because everybody knows that 


think you take the Punch affair too much to heart: a manof your | Ansell long ey emphatically stated, he “ certainly never said any- 
d” as that which I had imputed to him; and you 


To bring it, therefore, again 


to be “ described asa silly old Radical, anxious to force yourself into | verbiage, was to exhume a piece of “ antiquate 
sllne in the mawkish sensibilities of a by- | gross even for “ the appetites of cormorants.” 
| The Man: Well, I must again say that you take this paltry, 
| affair too much to heart; your “ high position” as City Solicitor | 
| ought at least to warrant you in “ misunderstanding” any body. |, 
quated twaddle about high position, high honour and truthfulness, | That you might feel chagrined and annoyed at your disappointment | 
| about the amalgamation affair, is to me easy of comprehension, | 
| even without Mr. Robb’s supposition; and permit me to say that 
| I was quite prepared to sympathise with you on that point, but, 


E’en ministers they ha’ been kenned, 

In holy rapture, 

A rousing whid at times to vend, 

And nail’t wi’ Scripture. 
again! A happy new year to you. 


DIRECTIONS FOR GRADUATING PHOTOMETER BARS. | by your inserting it in your Journat, if you think it is worth the 
Siz,—The following table was calculated several years ago, when | space it will occupy. I have carefully revised the table, which 
As some | will, I believe, give the divisions of the bar as correctly as four | 


places of figures will permit :— 


Table for Graduating the Bar of a Photometer when the Lights are fixed and Bunsen’s Screen is placed between them. 
The Distance between the Lights is supposed to be divided into 10,000 Equal Parts. 


letters of skilful , 
d twaddle” too 





j 
for this contemptible “ misunderstanding.” Pshaw! take courage; | 
there’s both rhyme and reason for the practice. What says Burns? || 

Some beuks are lees fra end to end, | 
And some greet lees as e’er were penned ; 
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The distance between the lights is supposed to be divided into 
10,000 equal parts, and the numbers in the table represent the dis- 
tance, in these parts, at which the Bunsen screen is to be placed 
from the smaller light, when the intensity of the lights is in the 
ap of 1 to the marginal number; or, if a candle is used as the 
standard, the tabular numbers give the distance of the screen when 
the light under trial is equal to the number of candles expressed 
by the marginal number. 

When the lights are 100 inches apart, the first two figures of the 
tabular number will represent inches; the third and fourth, the 
decimal parts, or tenths and hundredths of an inch. If, however, 
a greater or smaller distance is preferred (I use 140 inches when 
comparing two gas-burners), the application of the table in gradu- 
ating the bar is very simple. The bar should be fixed in its sup- 
ports, for the purpose of marking the exact middle point between 
the lights; this is not necessarily in the middle of the bar, as the 
semi-diameter of the tube, which holds the candle and supports one 
end of the bar, may be greater or less than that of the gas pillar 
which supports the other end. This middle point, during the pro- 
cess of graduating, is to be marked 5 (it will be 1 when the instru- 
ment is completed). 

Four spaces, each equal to 1-10th of the distance between the 
lights, must now be marked on each side of the centre, each space 
being equal to 1000 of the tabular numbers. (It is not necessary, 
but it is often convenient, to have the bar graduated on each side 
of the centre line.) A scale for marking the other divisions may 
be constructed by taking a strip of drawing-paper, on the edge of 
which a space equal to one of the primary divisions must be marked, 
and this must be carefully subdivided into 100 equal parts, each 
tenth division being figured, as in an ordinary drawing scale. This 
scale is to be applied between the centre mark and the next primary 
division, the end of the scale, marked 100, coinciding with the 
centre, when the second and third figures of each of the tabular 
numbers between 4000 and 5000 may be marked off—the space 
represented by the fourth figure being estimated by the eye. 
Thus, a mark made at’a tenth of a division beyond 88 on the scale, 
will be the tabular number 4881 or 1°1 candles; the next mark, 
being made at 4-10ths beyond 77 on the scale, will be 4774 or 1:2 
candles. When the first figure of the tabular numbers is less than 
4, the scale must be placed between the fourth and the third of the 
| primary divisions, counting from the centre, when all the tabular 
numbers between 3000 and 4000 may be marked, and so of the 
| rest. 
| Liverpool, Dec. 16, 1856. Atrrep Kine. 

PURIFICATION OF GAS BY OXIDE OF IRON. 

| §Srr,—Permit me to correct what might otherwise assume the 

| form of an erroneous impression on the part of some of your less 

|chemical readers. There is no more resemblance between the iron 

| process described by Mr. G. H. Palmer in your last number, and 

| that now in use by the various gas companies, than there is between 

|“ chalk and cheese,” or between the “ egg of Columbus” before he 

| made it stand, and afterwards. 

3, Parliament Street, Jay. 5, 1857. 
—————— — 








Lewis THompson. 


Begister of New Patents. 


/1224.—Cuartes Barreswit, of Paris, chemist, for ‘ Jmprovements in 
gas-meters.” Patent dated May 22, 1856. 

This invention relates to certain improvements in gas-meters. The prin- 
| cipal objections to the use of the ordinary water gas-meter are:—1. The 
| lowering of the level of the water, in consequence of the evaporation pro- 

duced by the passage of the gas. 2. The freezing of the water in cold 

weather, or when exposed to extreme cold air. By this invention, both 
'these objections are obviated. The means employed are as follow :—In 
| chemistry, a great number of substances are found that have the property 
lof imbibing any humidity that may come within a certain range, and of 
| preventing, or rendering more difficult, the freezing of the water in which 
they are plunged. Such, for instance, are the alkalies of potash, soda, &c.; 
among acids, sulphuric and phosphoric acids; among salts, carbonate, 
acetate, phosphate of potash, and other earthy, alkaline, and metallic salts, 
chlorides of calcium, magnesium, zinc, &c.; amongst various other sub- 
| stances, glycerine, the residue of the saponification of fatty matters. 
|The watery and concentrated solutions of these deliquescent or hygro- 
|metric substances, placed in contact with damp gas or lighting gas, seize 
hold of the humidity it contains, and increase in volume until they have 
| satisfied their affinity for water. Thus, a concentrated solution of potash, 

,soda, phosphate of potash, chloride of calcium, magnesium, or glycerine, 
jplaced in a gaseous damp atmosphere, will dry it up completely; but, 
after a certain time, this same solution, saturated with humidity, no longer 

absorbs, and therefore does not continue to increase in volume. 


| This kind of relative neutral strate of the liquid, resulting from a kind 
of equilibrium established between the affinity of the liquid and that of 
\the gas for water, is precisely the cause of the maintenance of the level of 


jthe fluid in the meter. Supposing one of the above-mentioned solutions 
j to be used in a gas-meter at the degree of equilibrium thus produced, the 
|gas may pass through it without producing vaporisation, or lowering the 
level of the water. 

| The second principle of my invention consists in the resistance of the 
| liquids employed to congelation and evaporation ; as, for instance, by the 
juse of glycerine, or such effects produced by the substances it keeps in 
| solution, such as potash, chlorides of calcium, magnesium, &c., and gene- 
{rally of all substances that absorb humidity. 

| The patentee prefers (without excluding other substances) glycerine for 
| the purposes herein stated. 








The claim is for the application to gas-meters of all the liquids above 
specified (particularly glycerine), as being capable of resisting, more than 
water, congelation and vaporisation. 


1266.—Franx Crarke Hurts, of Deptford, in the co. of Kent, manu- 
facturing chemist, for ‘‘ Improvements in the purification of gas.’” 
Patent dated May 27, 1856. 

These improvements relate to purifying coal gas from ammonia, sul-- 

phuretted hydrogen, and other impurities, after it leaves the retorts 

(whether it escapes into the retort-house, or whether it is passed into the 





hydraulic main or condensers), by means of scrubbers, or purifiers, or- 
vessels partially filled with coke or charcoal, or sawdust kept*damp by | 
water, or other purifying liquid, which is caused to spread over it and to 
percolate through it. | 

These improvements consist, firstly, in purifying the gas which escapes. 
into the retort-house, or other gas-work buildings, which is effected in| 
the following way:—A scrubber made preferably of thin wrought’ 
iron, or other light material, is placed in the top of the roof, or in the, 
upper part of the retort-house; and, as far as practicable, all the apertures: 
in the slates or tiles and upper part of the building are to be closed, so as} 
to cause the gas in the building to escape through the scrubber. To; 
damp the gases, a steam-pipe, with holes or jets pointing upwards, should 
be placed in the bottom of the scrubber; and, to cause the gases to pass: 
through the scrubber, the top of it should be covered air-tight, either by | 
dipping into a water-lute or otherwise; and a communication by means 
of a pipe should be made to the chimney, if there is spare draught enough 
in it to draw the gas through the scrubber : or, instead of the chimney, an 
exhauster may be used to draw the air through the scrubber, or a steam 
jet will answer the purpose, placed in a tube or chimney fixed in the 
cover. The steam issuing upwards from the jet through the chimney or 
tube will rarify the air, and make it lighter, and so draw the gases out of 
the building through the media contained in the scrubber; and which 
media, for this purpose, should consist of coke, charcoal, or sawdust, or 
such like material, into which hydrated oxides of iron are absorbed, or 
with which they are mixed, so as to form a granulated or porous body: 
sufficiently coarse to allow the smoky gas in the building to pass through 
it. Lime may be used, instead of oxide of iron, to mix with the char- 
coal, &c., but it is not so good. Peat or sawdust charcoal is perhaps the 
best to absorb or mix with the hydrated oxides of iron. The scrubber is 
to be furnished with gratings like a dry-lime purifier, and the purifying 
material is to be laid on them in thin layers, and should be kept damp by 
an intermittent supply of water, which should be caused to pass throug 
it as in an ordinary scrubber, which will, to a great extent, wash away 
the carbon of the smoke and dust which is deposited in the charcoal, and 
will keep it permeable by the gas. This scrubber may be of any con- 
venient form, and there should be a bottom to it, turned up at the sides, 
to catch any water that may run through the purifying media in the 
scrubber, and which water may be thence conveyed away. Thesides of the 
scrubber should not touch the bottom, but only come down as far as the 
lowest grating; and between this grating and the bottom there should be 
left sufficient space for the gas to be drawn into the scrubber, and to pass 
up through the media therein contained. Ten or twelve inches depth of 
opening all round the sides wil! in most cases be sufficient for purifying 
the gas after it leaves the hydraulic main. The scrubber, or purifier, 
through which the gas is to pass is to be filled with coke, broken stone- 
ware, or other such material, and which is to be kept damp by an inter- 
mittent supply of cold water or other purifying liquid, as in the ordinary 
way. This scrubber may be placed on the ground, and must have a 
closed bottom instead of an open one, as before described ; and steam is 
to be introduced into the bottom of the scrubber, below the bottom grat- 
ing; or the stream may be passed into the pipe through which the gas passes 
to the scrubbers, so as to mix with the gas and combine with the ammonia 
and other condensible impurities it contains. The mixed vapour and gas 
will then pass upwards through the coke or other divided media contained 
in the scrubber, and, meeting with the cold purifying liquid which is per- 
colating down through it, the vapour will be. condensed with the ammo- 
nia, &c., which it has taken up, and will fall to the bottom of the scrub- 
ber as ammoniacal liquor, and the gas will be more pure. 

The second improvement consists in using warm water instead of cold 
for spreading over the materials contained in an ordinary scrubber. Cold 
water, especially in winter, is apt to cool the gas too quickly, and thereby 
occasion a deposition of naphthaline; and the tar also which is contained 
in the gas becomes fixed, and occasionally stops up the interstices between 
the pieces of coke or other material, or coats them over so as to obstruct 
the free passage of the gas through the scrubber; but when the water is 
warm—say from 70° to 100° Fahr., or thereabouts—the crystallisation 
and deposit of the naphthaline, by sudden cooling, are to a great extent 
avoided, and the tar is also greatly prevented from stopping the action of 
the scrubber. When steam is used in conjunction with the purifying 
liquid, as already described, the cold liquid which is spread over the top 
of the media in the scrubber will become warm by meeting the steam and 
gas which are passing up and coming in contact with it; therefore, when 
steam is used in conjunction with water or other purifying liquid, the 
liquid spread over the top of the scrubbing or purifying materials should 
be cold. 

The third improvement consists in spreading water, or other clear 
liquid, over the materials contained in the scrubber, by means of porous 
pipes, diaphragms, or filter-stones, which, by allowing the water to filter 
through them, will present a dewy appearance to the gas, and the water, 
or other purifying liquid, will be caused to drop equally over the surface 
of the materials contained in the scrubber; or a scrubber or condenser 
may be formed wholly of these porous filtering plates or diaphragms, in- 
stead of being filled with coke, or other greatly divided media; and the 
water being caused to filter through these plates or diaphragms will pre- 
sent a damp surface to the gas, which will condense the ammonia it con- 
tains. The porous diaphragms here referred to are principally the arti- 
ficial filtering-plates as made by Ransome and Sims, of Westminster. 
Any convenient arrangement of the filter-plates which will allow the 








water to to pass through them, and present an extended damp or dewy 
surface to the gas, will answer the purpose. The top of an ordinery coke 
scrubber may be made of an iron frame, in compartments, having these 
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filter-plates cemented into them, so as to form a tank of a few inches deep 
to hold water for filtering through and supplying the scrubber, as described. 
A gaslight should be fitted on the top of this water-tank, that no gas may 


| escape. 


The fourth improvement consists in spreading water in a finely divided 
state in a vessel through which the gas which has escaped into the retort- 
house, mingled with air and smoke, is caused to pass before entering the 
scrubber already described. This is effected by means of a steam jet 
fixed in a small funnel-shaped or concave basin, and which basin is placed 
in the centre of the bottom part of the vessel, which may be of any con- 
venient size or depth; and the orifice of the steam jet is to be a few inches 
above the bottom of the basin in the centre, and water is to be run at any 
required pace into the little conical or funnel-shaped basin ; and when it 
comes to the bottom of the basin, below the orifice of the steam jet through 
which high-pressure steam is caused to issue, it will be partially converted 
into vapour, and will be dispersed in all directions, by which means the 
grosser or carbonaceous impurities of the gases passing through the vessel 
will be deposited or condensed before the gas passes into the scrubber con- 
taining the purifying material already described. This vessel, in which 
the water is thus spread, should be made preferably of light wrought iron, 
and may be conveniently placed below the scrubber in the roof before 
described, and may form an extension of it by making it so much deeper ; 
or, if preferred, it may be connected by pipes to the scrubber in any con- 
venient way. 

The claim is for— 

1. For purifying gas (whether escaping into the retort-house or into the 
hydraulic main), combining the use of steam with the use of purifying 
liquid in scrubbers or purifiers containing the purifying and divided media, 
as hereinbefore described. 

2. For the employment in the scrubbers of a warm instead of a cold 
purifying liquid, as described. 

3. For the distribution of the purifying liquid over the divided media 
in the scrubbers or purifiers, by means of filtering-plates or diaphragms ; 
and also the forming the scrubbers or purifiers of a series of such filtering- 
plates or diaphragms, instead of coke or other divided media, as herein- 
before described. 

4, For spreading water by a jet of steam, as hereinbefore described. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 

2862,—James Mizen, of Deptford, in the co. of Kent, for “* Improvements 
in apparatus for making gas, partly applicable to culinary and other do- 
mestic purposes.”’ Dec. 3, 1856. 

2970.—Joun Grant, of Hyde Park Street, London, for ‘ Improvements 
in heating or cooking by gas, and in apparatus for effecting the same.” 
Dec. 15, 1856. 

2974.—A.trrep Vincent Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, me- 
chanical draughtsman, for “ Impr ts in hinery for boring, turn- 
ing, tapping, and screwing fittings for gas, water, steam, and other pipes, 
and in vices for holding the same while they are operated upon.” Dec. 15, 
1856. 

2975.—Wituam Avsgin, of Upper Portland Place, Wandsworth Road, 
London, civil engineer, for “ Jnprovements in pipes or tubes, and in the 
method of joining and laying the same.” Dec. 16, 1856. 


NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 
2009.—Jean Baptiste Feavveau and Lovis ALEXANDER LEGRAND, both 
of Brussels, for “4 improved apparatus for the purification and the 
combustion of gas.” Aug. 28, 1856. 

2778.—Davip Cuapwick, of Salford, in the co. of Lancaster, gentleman, 
and Herzert Frost, of Manchester, in the said co., machinist, for 
“ Improvements in apparatus for measuring water and other fluids, and 
gas.” Nov. 22, 1856. 

2897,—James Perry, of Ballymoney, in the co, of Antrim, Ireland, manu- 
facturing chemist, for ‘* Improvements in the treatment, application, and 
use of mineral tar for the production of oleaginous and lubricating matter 
and fuel.” Dec. 6, 1856. 


Miscellaneous News, 


AMALGAMATION OF THE CITY AND GREAT CENTRAL GAS 
COMPANIES. 
. ADJOURNED EXTRAORDINARY MEETING. 

The Adjourned Meeting was held on Tuesday Evening last, at the London 
Tavern—Mr. Deputy Daxin in the chair. The attendance, though nume- 
rous, was not quite so large as on the former occasion, 

The CHArrMAN said: Gentlemen,—I am very glad to see so large a num- 
ber of shareholders of the company present this evening to resume the dis- 
cussion of the important question which occupied your attention on Friday 
last. The importance of that question made it desirable, and makes it fortu- 
nate, that you have had the interval for reflection, and for turning over in 
your minds the figures then submitted to you, and which many of the share- 
holders very naturally said they could not follow at the time. I feel con- 
vinced that the period which has elapsed will enable you to consider the 
matter in all its bearings, and give a more intelligent attention to the dis- 
cussion which we are to resume to-night. I think it is a matter of great 
importance, as it is possible there may now be some present who were not 
here on the former occasion, that we should, to some extent, glance again at 
the points which then came before us. Our friends at the board, who enter- 
tain different opinions to those which the chairman and deputy chairman 
hold, will, I have no doubt, restate their opinions; it will then rest with 
the shareholders in the body of the meeting to take what course they deem 

best; and I have no doubt we shall be able to come to a conclusion in har- 
am f with the views of the majority. Whichever way your decision may 
be, 1 am sure the minority will be quite satisfied that the decision of the 
majority in such a meeting as this, held in the City of London, and in refer- 
ence to a great commercial question, will be the correct one, and one that 
they may afterwards acquiesce in. (Hear, hear.) The question, as discussed 
at our last meeting, was so far accepted, that a resolution was passed, stating 
in effect that an amalgamation with the City of London Gas Company was 




















——— ee 





desirable, if it could be arrived at on equitable principles. (Hear, hear.) So 





far, therefore, I am sure we shall be prepared to enter upon the consideration 
of what are fairly to be regarded as the equitable principles upon which two 
companies can be united; and, as this is purely a commercial matter, and one 
involving many questions of figures, I hope we shall do so without heat or 
excitement. (Hear, hear.) It does not help on a calm and dispassionate 
consideration of such a subject that there should be any appeals to the feel- 
ings, or any attempt to excite angry emotions, on onejside or the other, in the 
minds of the shareholders—it is a course that I shall not take, and I flatter 
myself that you would think it would not be at all conducive to the promo- 
tion of the object for which we are met to-night. I am sure my friend 
Bennoch—and he is not a friend of yesterday—will do me the justice to be- 
lieve that, whatever course he may take, whatever opinion he may express, 
whatever mode, in the ardour of debate, he may choose to adopt, I give him 
full credit for sincerity of purpose, for being actuated by high and honourable 
feelings. I know that he will give me credit for the same ; and Iam persuaded 
that, so soon as he finds he has made a mistake, he will be the first one to ac- 
knowledge and regret it. (Hear.) But I cannot allow to pass by unchal- 
lenged the opinions which he expressed at our last meeting. He said then 
that we had never lived in peace, and we had no business to live in peace. 
I would rather put a counter-proposition before you, and say we have no 
business to be in a state of war without an adequate object. Now, gentle- 
men, in the early movements of this company, when we had a monopoly to 
break down, and difficulties to contend with, and opponents to face, I was not 
behindhand in a vigorous effort to achieve the objects we had in view. I 
never shrank from resisting that monopoly—from asserting the fair rights of 
the citizens of London to be supplied with an important article in general use 
at the same price as that at which their neighbours outside the City could 
procure it. (Hear, hear.) I believe you will allowthat that object has been 
attained by us. We have an act of Parliament which provides that neither 
this company nor any other company in the City shall charge more than 4s, 
per 1000 for gas; and that is carefully guarded in our case by a stipulation 
that, when we are in a position to pay a 10 per cent. dividend, all the sur- 
lus profit we make shall go towards reducing the price to our consumers. I 
‘or one, therefore, do not agree that we should be continually at war—I say 
that we ought to conduct our enterprise in a spirit of honourable rivalry, to 
see which can supply the best article at the most reasonable charge, and thus 
deserve the best support of the community at large. (Hear, hear.) But I 
will tell you where the danger has been, and how the confederated gas com- 
panies are seeking to break down the principle which we have setup. I know! 
perfectly well that it is believed by them that the failure of the contractor to | 
carry out his contract with this company was the signal for the discomfiture | 
of our concern. I can point out to you that, so recently as October in this 
year, the chairman of one of the two largest companies in the City indicated | 
that as his hope. I refer to the chairman of the Imperial GaGsesey, who 
said, ‘One thing is quite certain—you are selling your gas at a much cheaper 
rate than any other company in the world could sell it at. The greatest 
security you have is in that. I do not hesitate to say that it is a fact, that 
no company in the world could come and compete with you in any district 
you have, and sell gas at 4s. 6d. This company resisted as long as they could 
a reduction in the price from 5s, I believe the whole public would have 
been satisfied with that; but you are all aware of the grest agitation which 
took place through Mr. Croll and other persons with him in the City, 
under which they represented that gas could be sold at 4s., and still pay 
10 per cent, There was an under-current of self-interest that pervaded 
it all. No one amongst us doubted that for two or three years after the 
company was established a 10 per cent. dividend would be maintained; 
but the test was to come when the works had becn established a sufficient 
time to allow for wear and tear. What has been the result? The 10 
r cent. was paid the first two or three years, but not maintained; and 
think we have sufficient authority for knowing that the works so undertaken 
are a failure. Therefore, under the most advantageous circumstances pos- 
sible, where the concentration of supply is greater than in any other part 
of London, this attempt at selling gas at 4s. is a failure.” And he winds 
up by saying, “‘ Other companies, through fear or otherwise, were foolish 
enough to imitate the Great Central Company, and reduced the price of gas 
to 4s, We were called upon by our customers to do the same, but, knowing 
that we could not do it consistently with your interests, we would not.’ 
Mark this significant termination, ‘* I mention these facts as showing that, 
if the day ever should come when there was the possible chance of our not 
maintaining a 10 per cent. dividend at the price of 4s. 6d., there could be no 
sort of difficulty, in concert with all the other companies, and with the con- 
sent of the soliin, in raising the price to 5s. Now, the act of Parliament 
allows us to charge 6s., and if there ever should come the period at which our 
receipts were insufficient to maintain our 10 per cent. dividend, we could 
make it up by raising the price; for we should have the concurrence, as I 
have said, of all the other companies in London for so doing.” (Hear, hear.) 
Now, here is the case of the chairman of the largest and most important 
company supplying gas in London, believing that ours ‘is a failure and a 
delusion, saying that they will have the concurrence of all the other com- 
panies in raising the price of gas. I will give you a short quotation from 
another speech delivered on the 10th of October by the chairman of another 
company. I allude to the Commercial Company. A shareholder at their 
meeting says—‘‘ The quality of the gas is very good ;”’ and he was going to 
ask whether they oa sell it at 4s., but the chairman, himself a member of 
Parliament, says—** This is a matter over which the directors have very little 
control, They must be permitted to do the best they can for the proprictary. 
Depend upon it, in the price of 4s., they have been actuated by circumstances 
over which they have very little control; and, seeing that something may 
occur at some other place, my friend will not press me to give any more dis- 
tinct answer with reference to that matter.” Now, I thought I should see a 
gentleman here who very likely heard that answer given. 
Mr. Lutuam: It is quite correct. . 
The CuarrMan: I read those extracts, and those who are acquainted with 
the tone of the press in gas matters very well know that a rise in the price 
of gas is what alt these companies expect, and at which they are all driving ; 
and the war we have to carry on is a war to protect your interests, to prove 
the truth of the principle upon which we started, and to preserve to the 
consumer a gas of good quality at 4s. per 1000. (Hear, hear.) I had great 
pleasure in stating to you on Friday last that we had a tender to supply gas 
to us in future at 1s. 9d. as before, by a party competent to the duty, and 
who would give sufficient security for the performance of his contract. 
beg now to state that what was then a tender is now a contract. (Cheers. ) 
I have taken a great amount of pains, and it has cost me much labour, to set 
that matter right. I have been several times down to Birmingham on the 
matter, and telegraphed to the gentleman referred to to come to town last 
night, and I summoned a special board meeting on the question. I am happy 
now to tell you that we concluded the contract with that gentleman on satis- 
factory terms, and he has deposited a material guarantee of a large amount 
in the hands of the bankers for the due performance of his contract. (Cheers.) 
That contract involves the supply of gas of an illuminating power equal to 
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13 sperm candles of 120 grains, without any a for an extra price 
beyond the 1s. 9d. (Hear, hear.) It provides for the pressure which we 
have found to be so essential to a proper supply of the City of London, and 
which ‘has hitherto been a constant source of contention. It likewise pro- 
vides that Dr. Letheby’s reports shall be taken as conclusive as to the purity 
and illuminating quality of the gas. I call this a very important fact, 
and it is a point we are mainly concerned to get settled; for if we make 
our arrangements to get the necessary supply of the required quality, and 
upon the principles for which this company was originated, we not only 
ome our own interests, but we do a great public service. (Hear, hear, 
.) I may mention also that this contract not only extends to the 
supp -&S the 250,000,000 which we ourselves consume, but also to the 
,000,000 which the amalgamated company (if the amalgamation comes 
to pass) will consume in the City of London. (Cheers.) Therefore you have 
that important fact pele you in comin: to a conclusion this evening. 
It isa direct arithmetical sum you have to work out, that if you have a revenue 
of £116,000, and can buy gas at 1s. 9d. and sell it for 4s., you can, as clearly as 
{figures can make out, ascertain for yourselves the profits you will receive 
and which, after pa ing the cost of distribution, will be applicable for divi- 
d. (Hear, feat will now allude to a complaint that has been made 
as to the interior working of our board; and I think it only fair that Ishould 
state, that the apparently hurried mode of considering this important ques- 
tion arose from circumstances over which we had no control. It wae not 
until the 10th of November that the proposals were made to me, which I and 
the deputy-chairman felt were of sufficient importance to be brought before 
the board, and which they thought should be brought before you. As we are 
— to insert the parliamentary notices in three successive publications 
before the end of November, you will see at once that any appearance of 
|| hurry was not the result of arrangement on our part, but the force of circum- 
stances. It was also stated by my friend Bennoch that there was a division 
in the board, and that since the lengthened discussion on this subject it had 
been increased. He told you that he called on one gentleman, and, by the 
force of his eloquence, effected a complete change in his opinion. Mr. Ben- 
noch made a great card of Mr. Bradbury—a gentleman deservedly held in 
high respect. The effect of that conversion was, that he got from Mr. Brad- 
bury an authority to state that he totally dissented from the proposed amal- 
ation, upon the terms suggested. I have been looking over some of Mr. 
mnoch’s statements, and I cannot wonder at the result arrived at. Mr. 
Bradbury told him, on hearing that statement, that it did not appear as if 
the directors knew the difference between gross rental and net profits. Of 
|| course, if Mr. Bennoch stated to him what I find he has stated in a paper 
| - put into my hands, there could be no other conclusion drawn from it. 
he stated that we were proposing “the absurd principle and newly disco- 
|| vered doctrine of Mr. Pearson, that gross revenue, without reference to the 
profit, is the true basis for determining the scheme of amalgamation” (for 
that is the printed form in which it is put down), I say there could be but 
one conclusion from it. But in the propositions you heard read on Friday 
night, there was no such an idea; in fact, it was entirely the reverse. I be- 
lieve that, if we proposed to amalgamate without reference to net profits, or 
if we proposed to take the City Company with the small net profits they now 
show, it would be the most absurd and ridiculous proposition that could be 
laid before a public body; and if Mr. Bradbury was told that such was the 
mature of our suggestions, I am not surprised at his expressing dissent. 
(Hear, hear, hear.) But if it had been stated—which is the true pro- 
ara Pong amalgamation is to take place on these terms—if the Great 
| Central Gas Company have mains, and works, and plant, with a revenue of 
| £50,000 a year, and the City Gas Company, with a revenue of £66,000, have 
|no lant nor works, but are out of their own funds to supply the same, equal 
| to the £66,000 trade which they do—and we are to be united on that basis, I 
| believe a different opinion would have been formed on the subject. (Hear.) 
| I would just call your attention to another document, which, until I came to 
| the meeting on Friday last, I had never seen; I refer to the case which Mr. 
| Bennoch prepared for the opinion of counsel, and which, with that opinion 
| has been circulated among the shareholders. In the introduction to that 
| statement Mr. Bennoch says—“‘ A majority of the directors of the Great 
| Central Gas Consumers’ Company having confirmed the proposal made by the 
chairman and deputy-chairman of that company to the chairman and direc- 
| tors of the City Gas Company, as a basis for the amalgamation of the two 
| companies——”’ I will stop here to correct the incorrect statement he has put 
| forth. The proposition was not made by the chairman and deputy-chairman, 
| but came to us, as you have been told, from Mr. Pearson and Mr. Tyrrell, as 
|representing the two companies. We did not step out of our way to make 
jany proposition of our own motion, but it came to us as the result of a con- 
| ference between the two gentlemen I have named as representing the com- 
| panies. 
|_ Mr. Pearson: Allow me, Mr. Chairman, to correct you in these remarks. 
, Lin no case pretended, directly or indirectly, to represent this company. 
| appeared as an amicus curia, and represented no person or company, but only 
| my own individual opinion. 
he CuarrmMaANn: If Mr. Pearson means to correct me, and say that, in the 
sense of having a retainer or as acting in a legal capacity, he did not repre- 
|sent the company, no doubt he is right. 
Mr. Pearson: No, sir; more than that. I never pretended to do other- 
| wise than act on my own authority, and if you will do me the justice to refer 
to the paper I gave you, you will find that I there tell you I was thinking 
and writing from my own instincts altogether, and without any conjunction 
‘{or communication with the company at all. 
| Mr. Kerry: This really does not seem at all important to the question. 
\ (Hear, hear.) 
| The Cuarrman : The paper to which I have referred goes on to state that 
, we have also “declined to take professional advice on the subject.” Now, 
| gentlemen, I am here to defend the position which I took with the majority 
j of the board on this point. My friend Mr. Delane wrote me a note, recom- 
mending that we should go to Mr. Ansell and get his professional opinion as 
to the respective amounts to be awarded to each company. My answer to 
that was, that such an opinion would have no value until you had settled the 
terms upon which the case should be put, because, whether the person con- 
sulted were an actuary or a barrister, the opinion he would express would 
depend very much upon the way the matter was brought before him. I ven- 
ture to say, looking at the case Mr. Bennoch has brought before us, it is 
altogether (as it appears to me) beside the mark. It is perfectly correct to 
say, that if a company, having £7500 of dividend annually divided among 
its shareholders, desires to amalgamate with one that has double that amount, 
each should have a certain amount of capital in the united concern in pro- 
portion to their relative value—that is, taking it as a dry question of an 











annuity to continue for ever. But I do not consider that that is the question 
before you. The question is whether the other company, with all the sur- 
rounding circumstances connected with it, having the power to contract for 
their gas at a given price, and to receive for the same a certain rental, should 
not ‘be treated on 


e same footing as our company, which has an almoss 














equal income. In point of fact, Mr. Ansell states as much in his opinion. 

e says, “‘ If the net profits of the amalgamated companies should remain as 
they now are, the shareholders in each would receive the same dividends they 
now receive.” But does any man, in his senses, believe that they will? 

Mr. Bennocu : Read on. 

The CuarrMan : I have no objection. Mr, Ansell says, “If the net pro- 
fits should increase, the respective shareholders would get a proportionate in- 
crease of dividends; and if the net profits should diminish, the dividends 
would be decreased rateably.” True; but that applies to a state of things 
to exist after you have fixed the standard ; and Mr. Bennoch, if he considers 
it for a moment, must see that it is so. ‘This is, as I said before, more of a 
question which you, as merchants and traders, can decide than an actuary 
from any abstract statement of figures put before him, irrespective of all the 
circumstances of the case. Now, gentlemen, I wish to call your attention to 
one very important point which Mr. Bovill, with great ability, made to you 
on the last occasion ; and I venture to do so because the argument, as it ap- 
pears to me is based upon an entire misapprehension of the terms of the pro- 
posed amalgamation. It is as to the efficiency of the pipes and manufacturing 
plant of the City Company. That is, unquestionably, at the foundation of 
the whole question; and, until that is settled, the union, upon the terms 
proposed by us, cannot take effect. (Hear, hear.) It is proper that you should 
know the nature of the resolution which our board adopted on this matter, | 
because the argument on the other side went to the effect, that we proposed | 
the suicidal policy, with our new plant and buildings, and ourrecently laid pipes | 
—all in the best possible condition, having only been used a few years—to | 
unite with the City Company, which has been at work forty years, without | 
knowing that by rebuilding, replacement, and repair, their manufacturing | 
and distributing plant was equal to our our own. (Hear, hear.) The resolu- | 
tion which the board came to was this :—‘* Having reference to the adjust- | 
ment for the purpose of reconsideration of the proposed terms as a basis for | 
the amalgamation of the Great Central Company with the City Company, | 
this board agrees to the terms previously laid down before the board, assum- 
ing that the condition of the pipes of the City Company is as stated by Mr. 
Tyrrell’s letter, read this day to the board, and subject to the confirmation 
of the shareholders at their meeting.” (Hear, hear.) Now I will read you 
Mr. Tyrrell’s letter which is here referred to, and which is addressed to the 
Chairman of the Great Central Company. [The substance of this com- | 
munication was given to the meeting by Mr. Gabriel on Friday last—| 
namely, that, for every ton of coals carbonised, the City Company find 
a return at the consumer’s meter of 7500 cubic feet of gas.] You will 
thus see that this question has not been put before you irrespective of the 
state of the plant of the other company. Of course, before any amalgama- 
tion took place, the accuracy of these figures would be satisfactorily proved ; 
for I may tell you that the contract with Mr. Clift, of Birmingham, the con- 
tractor to whom I have referred, is subject to this; and, therefore, the whole 
question turns upon it: and we must be very much mistaken indeed, if for 
one moment you consider that we were so wilfuly blind, or deplorably ignorant, 
as to agree to unite with a company whose works were not equal in capacity 
to their rental or in their condition to our own. (Hear, hear). Now, gentlo- 
men, I beg to state, after maturely considering the case, I still remain of the 
same opinion, that if upon these equal terms we can get a rental of £66,000 
added to our rental of £50,000, and can bring the City under one gas ad- 
ministration—guarded by our act of Parliament against the evils of monopoly 
on the one hand, while we avail ourselves of the most economical manage- 
ment on the other—we shall serve our fellow-citizens well, promote our own 

resent interests, and give a character of perpetuity to the value of our shares. 

he economy of administration was alluded to befere. You, as merchants 
and tradesmen, know that, if you have two establishments carried on dis- 
tinctly, but only accomplishing one object, there will necessarily be a con- 
siderable saving if, without destroying the efficiency of either, you can blend 
them under one control. In the present case, it will not only be a saving in 
the expenses of our joint establishment, but also in reference to the loss, and 
waste, and inconvenience arising from the frequent breaking up of the streets. 
Weshall find, likewise, that the loss from bad debts, and the difficulties attending 
the collection of our rental will be abated; and I have no hesitation in saying 
that all these things would have a material effect upon the market value ml pon 
property. It has been said here, that this is the question of our individual an- 
nihilation or our independent existence. (Hear, hear.) I say that, if we carry 
out thisamalgamation, it will be our independence and our glory ; it will bethe 
top-stone of our building. (No, no.) I say that, ifyou have the whole supply 
of the City of London under your own act of Parliament, and you see out- 
side the City a higher price is being paid, and that you are the only parties 
who can supply at 4s., such a state of things must secure your independent 
existence, and must give to you your most glorious character. Gentlemen, I 
have nothing to gain by merging the individual character of this company. 
I have been connected with you from the beginning, and I am one of the 
largest shareholders in it. It has been my happiness to work hitherto with | 
a united board; but I feel that I should be wanting in my duty if, because 
of the risk of unpopularity attaching to the word ‘* amalgamation,” I shrank 
from facing the present aspect of things, when, as I believe in my conscience, 
the proposal will be advantageous to us, and, guarded as we shall be by act 
of Parliament, of benefit to our fellow-citizens at large. After a few further | 
observations, the chairman concluded by moving, ‘*‘ That this meeting ap-| 
proves of an amalgamation with the City Gas Company, upon the principles | 
contained in the suggestions laid before this meeting; and this meeting 
refers it back to the board to ascertain the precise rental of the City Gas 
Company, the state of their pipes, and their efficiency for the supply of their 
gas, and to report the result of their inquiry toa meeting of the shareholders 
on an early day ; and also to lay before that meeting a copy of the proposed 
bill for effecting the amalgamation, containing all the clauses existing in the | 
Great Central Company’s act.” ¢ | 

Mr. Wyup: I beg to ask whether that resolution has been submitted to 
the board of directors? I attended there yesterday, and have done so every 
time of meeting lately, and I say that that is not the resolution submitted to | 
the board. i| 

| 
| 








The CHARMAN: We have had no board to-day, and yesterday we were 
engaged with Mr, Clift. 
Mr. Wyxip: This is a secret resolution, which has never been brought 

before the board of directors for their approval. 

The CHarrMAN : I beg to say that we had no board previous to this meet- 
ing. I handed this resolution to Mr. Bennoch to read before we came here, 

Ste. Brennocu: And I shall now speak against it. 

Mr. Wyip: That is not the resolution of the board of directors. It has 
been concocted secretly. 

The CuatrMANn: This does not presume to be the resolution of the board. 
The board being divided, I found this the most convenient mode of bringing 
the question to an issue, and I shall therefore move it. 

Mr. Wytp: As your individual resolution. 

The CHarrMAN: I never said it was anything else. I move it as my in- 
dividual resolution. 
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Mr. Wyxp: You are the chairman of the board and of the company; and, 
if you have not confidence in your brother directors, I, for one, will no longer 
sit at the board. 

Mr. Bennocu : On the last occasion it was agreed that the motion then 
submitted should be withdrawn, and brought forward again to-night, and 1 
withdrew my amendment on the same conditions. I leave it to any honour- 
able man in the meeting whether the chairman of a public body is warranted 
in altering the terms of a motion withdrawn by consent of that body, to be 
brought forward on a future occasion. (Hear. hear.) 

The CuarrMAN: I am astonished at the technical objection taken. In 
the first place, the resolutions were not resolutions of the board at all, nor 
were they entered upon our minutes. On Friday I said to Mr. Bennoch, 
* Let us see how we can best bring this question before the meeting of share- 
holders ;”” and we stated to each other what it was proposed to move. To- 
day, upon the same principle, I handed to Mr. Bennoch the resolution just 
read, that we might have the matter before us in its fairest and fullest form. 

Mr. BLAKE: I cannot but think, sir, that the course you have taken on the 

resent occasion is an incovenient one, to say the least of it. (Hear.) On the 
| st oceasion I suggested an adjournment till this evening, in order to afford 





every shareholder an opportunity of considering the suggestions which have 

| been circulated among them; andI am come here to offer my humble opinion 
| upon those suggestions, and the resolution founded upon them. But I am 
| now taken by surprise, for I find a resolution, the terms of which I was not 
| previously aequainted with, read from the chair. That resolution contains 
| all the points to be discussed, taken from the chairman’s particular point of 
view, and we have had no opportunity to deliberate upon them. I do not in 
the slightest degree desire, but quite the reverse, to disturb the harmony of 
this meeting. I would rather lend my strenuous efforts to secure a calm and 
dispassionate consideration of the great subject before us, so as to be able to 
give a deliberate and intelligent opinion upon it. I beg leave, therefore, to 
move, “ That the chairman do adopt that course which we all expected he 
would have taken.”’ (Cheers.) 

The CuarrMaNn: I am in the hands of the meeting, and will adopt any 
course which is considered the more convenient one. I certainly drew up 
this resolution, believing that that would be the most convenient. If Mr. 
Blake will, as the mover of the adjournment, suggest any better course, Iam 
willing to be guided by it. 

A SHAREHOLDER thought that, this being an adjournment from Friday 
last, they ought to resume the business at the point where it was left off 
then. As he was not present on that occasion, he wished the minutes to be 
read, or some statement to be made in reference to the subject. 

The CHarrMan briefly stated the proceedings of the meeting on Friday, 
and concluded by moving the resolution he had already read. 

Mr. VirtrveE seconded the motion. In doing so, he said, there are two 
principal points to which I hope the directors will give their attention. The 
first is, as to the state of the pipes belonging to the old company ; for, if they 
are in a bad state, all we ought to do is to take them at their value. (Hear, 
hear.) The second thing is, with reference to the land that belongs to them. 
They put a high value upon it, and their estimate requires to be well looked 
into. 

Mr. Ross said, since the last meeting, I have examined all the conditions 
upon which it is proposed this amalgamation shall take place, and I must say 
that all the original impressions I entertained upon the subject have been 
confirmed. (Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, if you will permit me, I will briefly 
state to you the conditions required of you. By the terms of this amalgama- 
tion, you are at once to depreciate to the extent of £41,250 the value of the 
stock of the Great Central Gas Company; and you are, in effect, to add 
£129,000 to the value of the City stock. You are to raise their dividends 
more than double, and to lower your own from 8 per cent. to 5}. (Hear, hear.) 
You are required to hand over the whole of your new plant, that has been in 
existence only some six or eight years, for a corresponding quantity of worn- 
out split pipes and exhaused tubes, which have been in use for forty years. 
(Hear, hear.) If you are prepared to submit to these conditions, you will 
carry triumphantly the motion of the chairman now before you; if not, you 
will as cordially and unanimously give it its guéetws for ever. (Cheers.) Now, 
gentlemen, all these calamities are only to befal us, so says the chairman, 
provided we estimate the market value of our shares at only £12. 10s., 
which, however, Mr. Pearson tells us, is a most fallacious principle to go 
upon. I believe, with all Mr. Pearson’s eloquence, he will have some 
difficulty im persuading you that, if you can go into Capel Court 
and get £12. 10s. a piece for your shares, that is not the true value of 
them. (Hear, hear, hear.) Why does Mr. Pearson object to that standard 
of value? I will tell you. He says “they are obedient to that law which 
regulates the value of all shares—the dividend.” Why, gentlemen, in 
place of that being a fallacious principle, it is the very best test of the 
value of your property. (Hear, hear.) Look at this pamphlet, and you will 
see that even Mr. Pearson himself admits that ‘the steady, settled, net 
amount of profit which a company year by year can apply to the payment of 
dividend, is the true standard for measuring the value of shares,”  (Hear.) 
Gentlemen, let Mr. Pearson be true to his own principles, and he meets with 
no more opposition from me to carry out the amalgamation; in fact, I will 
assist ‘him in it. But Mr. Pearson’s fallacies do not stop here. He states 
that £50,000 a year is the amount of our rental, and upon this he takes the 
value of our plant. Our plant, it is true, is only now earning us £50,000 a 
year; but you must recollect that, without a shilling additional outlay, it is 
capable of earning us £100,000. In place, then, of the £66,000 of the City 
rental being taken as against the £50,000 of the Great Central Company, it 
ought to stand as against the £100,000 which we have the means of gaining. 
(Hear, hear.) And then, again, the transmitting plant, instead of being 
taken as of capacity for 250,000,000 as against theirs of 330,000,000, ought to 
be taken (as it is) at 800,000,000 to 330,000,000. Mr. Pearson himself tells 
you that “tone of the largest transit mains ever used for the conveyance of 
gas was, at a vast expense, laid from the works at Bow Common, for the ex- 
press purpose of conveying the entire supply to the City when the amalga- 
mation should be completed ’’—that is, a former proposed amalgamation 
with the same company. If it be true, then, that our plant is so much in 
excess, is it fair—is it right that, for the purposes of the present estimate, 
that very plant should be taken as represented in value by the rental which 
it now produces? Why, we have plant, according to Mr. Pearson’s own 
showing, that would supply all the gas which comes into the City of London. 
Mr. Chairman, I can hardly suppose that you are not sufficiently a man of 
business not to have seen these extraordinary fallacies; and why, therefore, 
you have brought this monstrous proposition before us, to be sanctioned and 
approved, is really to me a om 5 (Hear, hear.) I do not make that ob- 
servation in any improper spirit; I treat this question as a practical ques- 
tion, and’you as a public man. Since I was at the meeting on Friday last, 
I have discussed Mr. Pearson’s ney my with one of the shrewdest business 
men in London; and when he had put himself in possession of all the facts, 
I asked him what he thought of the matter. Bursting out into a loud laugh, 
he said to me, “I tell you what it is—if Mr. Charles Pearson ean succeed in 











carrying out this amalgamation upon the terms proposed with the City Com- 
pany, he ought at least to fall 6 £10,000 ip sticking in his breeches 
pocket.” (Roars of nen) I said to my friend—“ But, sir, the chair- 
man and the deputy-chairman of our company have adopted and support 
the same view.”"—‘ Then,” said he, “each of these gentlemen ought to find 
themselves in the same condition as Mr. Pearson; and when all this is 
done, there would still be a good round £100,000 to the credit of the City 
Company.” (Renewed laughter.) t 


Mr. Bennocu : I have been led to understand that Mr. Pearson is in 
session of some facts important to be known. I think it would be well if we 
heard them at this stage of the business. (“ Hear, hear,” and loud calls for 
Mr. Pearson.) 

Mr. Pearson: It had not been my intention to offer myself to this meet- 
ing. For the reasons ae in my pamphlet, I am determined not to 
advocate the carrying of this resolution, or the giving effect to this proposed 
amalgamation. The narrative in that pamphlet accurately describes all the 
circumstances connected with this negotiation. I professed from the begin- 
ning to be the exponent of my own Opinions only, without representing my- 
self in any way as expressing the views of either the chairman or the 
of directors, or the shareholders of this company ; and, if the shareholders dis- 
approve of these suggestions, of course they will exercise their high privilege, 
and discharge their duty of rejecting them. One thing I am pleased with, 
and that is, 1 have staved off any negotiation in every other quarter, until you 
could have an opportunity of calmly and deliberately deciding upon the pro- 
position laid before you by the board of directors. My old friend Bennoch 


| 


was kind enough to suggest that I should state to you certain facts which I | 


think should be taken into consideration in discussing this question. Allow 
me, first of all, to set myself personally right upon a subject respecting which 
I think Mr. Bennoch was misinformed, and therefore mis-reported me, 
This pamphlet was not printed and circulated at the expense of the Great 
Central Gas Company, but was printed and circulated at my own expense. 


~~ hear.) As, however, I had not a list of all the shareholders, and as | 


wished the pampalet to be in your possession prior to the meeting, I | 


sent the pamphlets, when ready, unknown to any member of the board, 
over to the office of the company, with a request that they might be 
directed and forwarded. I also sent postage-stamps, to pay the cost of 
their delivery. I shall adhere to my determination of not arguing 
this question; but I will read the remarks to which Mr. Bennoch 
has adverted, and which remarks, if I could have had them ready 
in time, should likewise have been forwarded to you at my own expense, 
though it might have exposed me to the same sarcasm as before, or though 
I should again have been subjected to such observations as those made by 
Mr. Robb, Every man who mixes in public life must know that the time 
will come when he will not have the same amount of energy as he had in 
his younger days. There is a saying, that “‘ Every dog has its day,” and in 
this room I think I have had mine, and therefore must not grumble if 
now barking dogs assail one who has had his day in this room. (Laughter.) 
A shareholder at the last meeting asked me what statement I had to make 
in answer to Mr. Bennoch. Mr. Bennoch read his figures very rapidly, so 
that I could not follow him; and Iam one who will not answer upon any 
subject which I do not understand. If I write or speak in error, it is a real 
error; for I have certainly taken pains previously to comprehend the subject 
matter of my speech or writing. It is no excuse for a man that he dashes 
off at random answers to questions which may mislead those to whom his 
answers are given, It is his duty at least to try and understand every sub- 
ject before he speaks or writes upon it. This is my answer to what Mr. 
Bennoch proposes. I called upon Mr. Ansell the next day after our meeting, 
with Mr, Bennoch’s paper, and asked him to do me the kindness to give me 
an opinion upon the same subject, but with the question worded as in my 
pamphlet. He told me he had been much occupied with government busi- 
ness, and could not turn his attention to it; but he was not even aware that 
it referred to a gas company, and that he had treated it as though it were a 
fixed annuity, which would not be affected by any variable circumstances. 
I say— 

No. 1 has a share capital of £300,000, and a borrowed capital of £24,000. It sells 
300,000,000 cubic feet of gas at 4s. per 1000, for which it receives a gross annual 
income of £66,000. 

No. 1, like a foolish tradesman of the old school, makes its own gas by an expen- 
sive process, in the middle of the City. It is constantly in costly litigation with all 
its neighbours, although it annually expends many thousands in making alterations 
to avert their wrath. In consequence of these misfortunes, entirely the result of its 
own folly, it realises, out of £66,000 a year, a net income of only £8190, and pays 
only 24 per cent. on its shares, which have fallen in the share-market to a price little 
more than half their nominal value. 

No. 2 has a share capital of £165,000, and a borrowed capital of £66,000. It sells 
250,000,000 cubic feet of gas, also at 4s. per 1000, and realises a gross income of 
£50,009. 

No. 2, like a wise tradesman of the new school, ‘‘ buys in the cheapest market;” 
he buys his gas ready made, of a contractor who makes it out of town, and supplies 
it to the customers of No. 1 at a charge of 1s. 9d. per 1000. 

In consequence of these advantages—the result of the prudence and wisdom of 
No. 2—it realises, out of its £50,000 a year, a net income of £16,600, and pays deben- 
tures interest at 5 per cent., and 8 per cent. on its shares, which have in consequence 
risen in the share-market above 25 per cent. on their nominal amount. 

No. 1 wishes to become wise—to buy gas ready made at ls. 9d.—to give up its 
works in the City—to live at peace, and get rid of its costly alterations and expen- 
sive litigation, and so obtain, like No. 2,a surplus net revenue proportioned to its 
gross income. 

Mr. Pearson applauds the determination of No. 1 tobecome wise; but he recom- 
mends it to become wiser still, by amalgamating with No. 2. who has land and con- 
duit mains to the City quite sufficient to accommodate both trades. 

No. 1 agrees to the proposal, provided it can have a share in the united trade 
equal to the quantity of future profits which will be derived from the union. 

Mr. Bennoch, on the part of No.2, approves of the amalgamation, provided he can 
settle with No. 1 upon his own terms. roa 


S 
No. 2, in anticipation that the amalgamation may take place, has, with his usual |; 


wisdom, made it a part of the agreement with its new contractor that he shall, if 
required, supply the 330,000,000 now supplied by No, 1, as well as the 250,000,000 
now supplied by No. 2, at the uniform price of 1s. 9d. per 1000; so that, if the ar- 
rangement take place, the present gross income of No. 2 (£50,000) will produce the 
net profit of £16,600 a year, the same as it now does; and the present gross income 
of No. 1 (£66,000) will produce £22,000 a year, instead of £8100, as is now the case; 
and the net available revenue of the amalgamated company, instead of being £22,100, 
will be £38,600. 

Mr. Bennoch proposes, although No. 1 is about to become as wise as No. 2, that it 
shall be treated, notwithstanding, as if it intended to remain as foolish as it has 
hitherto been, and his calculations are based upon this assumption. 

Thus working upon Mr. Bennoch’s case, Mr. Ansell deals with the revenue of 
No. 1, available for amalgamation, as £7500, and the revenue of No. 2, available for 
the same purpose, as £14,600. 

In both cases, and on both sides of the account, Mr. Ansell rejects the borrowed 
capitals, and treats the interest upon them as charges upon their respective profits. 
This, however, does not affect the argument. 

Mr. Ansell deals with these united sums, £7500 and £14,600—together, £22,100— 
as the fixed revenue of the united company, upon which these proportions of amalga- 
mated capital are to be divided between the shareholders of Nos. 1 and 2. 

Upon these principles Mr. Ansell says the amalgamated capital would be, in round 
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numbers, £465,000, of which £157,800 should belong to No. 1, and £307,192 should 
belong to No. 2. sts 
That is to say, No. 1, that now possesses a nominal capital of £300,000, divided 
into 2000 shares of £150 each, shall be reduced to a real capital, £157,800, in 2000 
shares of £78. 18s. 0jd. each; while No. 2, that now possesses a nominal capital of 
65,000, in 16,500 shares of £10 each, shall be raised to a real capital of £307,192, 


| in 16,500 shares of £18. 12s. 4d. each. 


Assuming that the £8100, the present profits of No. 1, and the £16,600, the present 
profits of No. 2, were to remain fixed quantities, as Mr. Bennoch’s case and Mr. 
Ansell’s opinion assume, this would be a perfectly fair distribution of the amalga- 
mated capital that would have to pay its dividend out of the £22,100, which is assumed 
as the amount of net revenue applicable to that purpose. 

But the sssumption on which this calculation is based is not warranted by the 
facts of the case; for, under the proposed arrangement, the annual net revenue avail- 
able for interest and dividends will be £38,666, instead of £22,100. 

Mr. Charles Pearson suggests, as No.1 is about to become wise, that it shall be 
dealt with according to its future wisdom, and not according to its present folly. 

He proposes that the present share capital of No. 2, namely, £165,000, in 16,500 
of £10 each, shall remain as part of the fixed capital of the amalgamated company, 
to be increased to £381,000, by the creation of 21,600 additional shares of £10 each. 

So that No. 1, that now possesses a nominal capital of £300,000, divided into 2000 
shares of £150 each, will be reduced to £216,000, in 21,600 shares of £10 each; and 
No. 2, that now possesses a nominal capital of £165,000, in 16,500 shares of £10 each, 
will remain stationary, without any reduction, as a premium for having become so 


much wiser than No. 1. 
If it could be assumed, as Mr. Bennoch assumes, that the existing profits of the 


two companies would remain as fixed sums, Mr. Pearson’s proposed plan would not, 
of course, lead to a just appropriation of the united revenue ; but such an assump- 
tion is entirely unfounded. 

The amalgamated company will start with a consumption of 580,000,000 of cubic 
feet of gas, which they will buy at 1s. 9d., and sell at 4s., producing a gross income 
of £116,000, and a net revenue of £38,666; and, after payin the debenture interest 
at 5 per cent., and after providing a depreciation fund, it will leave a net dividend on 


the shares exceeding 8 per cent. 
But, inasmuch as the of both 1 and 2 becoming wise and 


effecting an amalgamation, will be to effect a saving of at least £8000 a year in the 
harges of g t, the dividend of the united company will be at once raised to 
10 per cent. As consumption increases (the dividends being limited to 10 per cent. 
by act of Parliament), the consumers may look for an early diminution in the charge 
or gas. 
You will observe, gentlemen, that, if my friend Bennoch’s plan be carried out, 
all prospect of a reduction to consumers will be at an end; because-—— 
bap No, no,” and interruption.) I know, gentlemen, what it is. I know the 
value of cheers, and the disadvantage there is in these slight interruptions, 
which, however, I take in perfectly good humour, because I have often pro- 
fited by the one, and have no reason to grumble at the other. But I say, as 
far as the consumer is concerned, if this Bennoch-Ansell scheme is carried 
out, there can be no possibility of any reduction of price, because the share- 
holders have the right to a previous 10 per cent. Now, if No. 2 be raised to 
£307,192, which this calculation assumes, it will be entitled to £30,700 a 
year before any reduction in the price of gas is made to the consumer. That 
1s to say, your 16,500 shares, at 10 per cent., will be entitled to £30,700 
dividend annually, or 20 per cent. upon the whole amount, before any reduc- 
tion can take place. It is not in me to complain of that, except in this way, 
that it was a bargain struck in this room, seven years ago, that the public 
should have’ gas at 4s., and you should have a 10 per cent. dividend, as long 
as those two facts could be reconciled ; but, the moment you rose above 10 per 
cent., they should have a reduction in price. (Hear, hear.) These were dis- 
tinct facts; and, therefore, I shall be prepared to show that Mr. Bennoch, 
who is in favour of amalgamation, if it can be effected on his princi- 
ples, would give the Great Central shareholders £307,000 in return for 
the £165,000 which they have paid. In the paper which he circulated, and 
upon which my opinion was asked by a shareholder, there it is broadly stated 
(though I see by a paper which has met my eye this evening that the 
claim is reduced), that the capital of No. 2 in the amalgamated company is 
to be £307,192. 3s. 9d. Now, I say, that I have been in this room always the 
advocate of the consumer, and Ido not mean Mr. Bennoch to put me out of 
this place. It isa highly popular position—(‘‘ Hear, hear,” and a laugh)— 
it is one which the greatest glutton for popularity might desire to hold, 
though, perhaps, I relish it rather as an epicure—more pleased with quality 
than quantity. (Laughter.) I do not mean Mr. Bennoch, with the large 
_— that he possesses, to take from me, if I can prevent it, the popularity 
of being “the consumers’ friend.” Iam ‘the consumers’ friend ;”’ and I 
am in favour of a reduction of price whenever £38,000 is divisable among the 
shareholders, though Mr. Benuoch would not have it until there is a net 
profit of £45,000. The last two paragraphs in my statement are these :— 

Mr, Pearson having made these suggestions for an amalgamation, does not intend 
to advocate their adoption at the shareholders’ meeting. He intends to read this 
paper as his answer to the question put to him by a shareholder at the last meeting, 
and there Mr. Pearson wishes to leave it. 

Mr. Pearson believes the suggestions are based upon principles of perfect justice 
and equality, as respects both the companies. If the shareholders of No. 2 think 
that their amalgamation with No. 1 will not be beneficial to their interests, they will 
of course put an end to the negotiation ; if, though they may approve of amalgama- 
tion as an abstract proposition, they are not satisfied with the terms Mr. Pearson 
suggests, it is of course open to them to negotiate for a union upon any other terms 
that they may consider more desirable. 

Mr. Robb indulged himself in some little pleasant badinage as to my motives 
in coming forward in this matter. Ido not hesitate to say, that I have no 
pleasure in dealing out ruin among a portion of mankind, even if strangers 
tome; much more so when I have had the advantage, or disadvantage, of 
being personally known to many of those who are the objects of my attacks, 
In the discharge of a public duty I waged war against the monopoly of gas 
in this City, and to bring down a proud, insolent, and oppressive company. 
They were rich, powerful, overbearing ; and when you have a giant mono- 
poly to deal with, it ‘is only to excite the public feeling enthusiastically for 
the purposes of war against that monstrous evil. Competition is, in such cases, 
capital physic. It reduces the plethoric, over-grown, over-born pride of 
those who have long rioted in wealth obtained from oppression. But com- 
petition, though capital physic, is not good for food. Gentlemen, which of 
| us can contemplate without regret the frequent occasions in this country, 
| when we have had violent seizures of speculation, followed by violent panic and 
| depression ; when we have had the nation at one moment excited, at another 
| depressed, and thousands made the victims of ruinous competition; like the 
| two figures at the gates of Bethlehem—at one moment madness, at the-next 
melancholy? How many bleeding hearts and aching heads—how many de- 
solate hearts and cheerless homes—have been made by such worthless com- 
petition! Look at those railroads—think of the £280,000,000 expended in 
unnecessary works of that class in this land, stimulated by Sir Robert Peel, 
at the time he excited the ery, “‘ Competition ! Competition! Competition!” 
Ought it not to teach us this useful lesson, that competition is an instrument 
to obtain redress, but not the state of régime which we should desire to live 
under as a general rule. ‘The best mode by which gas and water companies, 
and such enterprises, can be carried on, is by the possession of exclusive 
rights, bound down by the most stringent regulations. What are the regu- 
lations of your act of Parliament? They are regulations which give youa 























They give you a fixed sum for dividend, and beyond that point they will not 
allow you to pass. They give into the hands of an independent on 4 the ap- 
pointment of an officer to test the correctness of the instrument by which 
the quantity of the article you.supply is to be administered. They appoint, | 
by an independent body a practical chemist to test the quality of the gas in | 
which you deal, in order that the public may be satisfied that they get both | 
quantity and quality. Nay, more—they appoint, by a public and| 
independent y, auditors, who have the right to turn over your 
books, to investigate your accounts, and to report to the public and | 
the shareholders as to the mode in which your business is transacted; in| 
fact, to stand between you and the consumer, so that you may not wastefully | 
destroy your property, but secure your 10 per cent., and have, if possible, a 
surplus beyond, to enable you to reduce the price to the consumer. Why do | 
I wish for an amalgamation? I wish to bring No. 1 under the same regu- | 
lations; which at present they are not. It is one of the conditions or terms 
which we have proposed, that, if the amalgamation is to be effected, it must | 
be by the City Company consenting to come under all the conditions of our 
act of Parliament. It is not for the negotiator to tell the secrets of diplo- | 
macy, but I have no hesitation in saying that, when it was suggested that 
our contractor would refuse to contract for the supply required, that no other 
could be obtained, and that, therefore, it would be necessary to increase 
the price of gas to the public, I started off at once and said, “ Unless it is a! 
distinct understanding that the minimum of quality and the maximum of 
price are stereotyped upon the act of Parliament you are to seek, I will have | 
nothing more to do with the matter.’”’ (Hear, hear.) Upon these grounds I 
claim to be ‘‘the consumers’ friend,” though with all submission to Mr. | 
Bennoch. (Laughter.) My day of stirring, fierce democracy and ruling the | 
wind is gone by. Iamold—I am 64—and I must leave to my friend Bennoch | 
the duty of discharging that part of the public service which I formerly ren- | 
dered. (Hear, hear.) I confess I heard with considerable satisfaction, at the 
last meeting, a number of the old expressions which I was wont to employ, 
adopted by him. I was glad that they had fallen into such good hands. | 
The only defect I noticed was, that they were a little inapplicable. | 
(‘‘ Hear,” and a laugh.) But I suppose one must not complain, or! 
be offended at any use to which your left-off apparel is applied by those | 
who follow you. I have done my duty by bringing this matter under your 
consideration, and, if you like to amalgamate at all, you have the opportunity 
of doing so. If you like the principle, but do not like the details, you have | 
the opportunity of negotiating for yourselves. All I can.say is, that to leave | 
the City Company to struggle as it best may out of its diffculties, is not wise | 
on your parts. id think they were proud—I am sure they are now humble; | 
once they were rich—now they are poor; once they were foolish—now they 
are wise; and now, therefore, is the time to deal with them. Do not let us, 
imitate their example. They were rich and proud; we are rich; take care | 
we do not become proud. Riches and poverty, wisdom and pride, frequently | 
change places. Do not let us, because they are gone down, scorn them ;) 
the day may come when we shall regret it, if we do. You know perfectly | 
well that men in their position are not the men to run away ; they will make’ 
a fight for it. I have been trying for the last six months to get some of their | 
shares; but I cannot get them. I have offered £90 for them; I am willing | 
to give £100, because I want to get into their camp, and I do not want'| 
to see them amalgamate with any other company. If I do get into their | 
camp, I will try to prevent any other company coming into the City; but | 
you must not be surprised, if they make the struggle, and you reject them, | 
that they try and do the best they can elsewhere. It is quite clear to me 
you are all acting under a warmth of feeling which perhaps does not permit | 
~ to reason with the same exactitude. (“ Ob, oh!” and interruption.) | 
ell, on these occasions, all jokes go free. My friends are pleased to bestow | 
same of their jokes on me; and if I bestow a little of my garrulity upon 
them in return, they must excuse me. I am very anxious to retire from the 
very unpalatable position of negotiator, and shall now do so. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Benxocu said: I think it would probably be as well if I began with 
the last speaker, though perhapsit may derange the order in which I intended | 
my thoughts to be uttered, because you have clearly got your minds filled 
with the statements he has made, and it is my business to answer them. 
confess it has been my pleasure many a time to listen to the eloquence of Mr. | 
Pearson, and there isno man in the City of London whose public career I | 
have looked upon with so much admiration as I have upon his; and though | 
much of his rhapsody to-night upon competition is not quite relevant to the | 
occasion, it was very fine in itself. (Loud laughter.) Gentlemen, it shows } 
you how a clever man may sometimes fail when advocating a wrong cause. | 
Mr. Pearson was delighted to hear, at the last meeting, some of the argu- 
ments which he so fearlessly used in regard to an antagonistic company 
in days of yore. I confess that, individually, I prefer those old habits 
of Mr. Pearson to his new principles, (‘‘ Hear,” and cheers.) He! 
told you that he fancied he saw some of his worn-out garments deco- | 
rating some one else. Well, I would rather be decorated in some of the | 
garments he wore in his palmy days than in his altered habits in modern | 
times. Mr. Pearson has fallen into several errors. He tells you that Mr. 
Ansell informed him he had no idea that he was dealing with a gas company, | 
but thought his opinion had been asked in reference to a fixed annuity. | 
Why, gentlemen, the heading of my paper is ‘* Gas Companies’ Amalgama- | 
tion. Two companies propose to amalgamate, &c.” (Hear, hear.) And | 
then, at the bottom, it is said, “‘ In this statement no reference is made to the | 
condition of the works, mains, or pipes of either company, although No. 1 | 
Company has been at work forty years, and No. 2 at work only seven years.” | 
To what fixed annuity could Mr. Ansell refer? His opinion was taken by me | 
—not for the purpose of inducing you to accept those terms of amalgamation, | 
nor did I propose them ; but you have in your hands to-day a paper in which 
I do propose a compromise (as the mouthpiece of my friends Bovill, Wyld, 
and myself), when we met by appointment with the directors of the other 
company, to ascertain if such an amalgamation were possible. We saw that | 
the plan proposed by Mr. Pearson, and supported by our chairman and| 
deputy-chairman, could not be received by you; we therefore went into the | 
matter, to see what was the legitimate value of the shares; and, seeing that | 
that led us to a conclusion not likely to be accepted by the City Company, 
we endeavoured, as I said, to effect a compromise. Therefore, after all Mr. | 
Pearson’s remarks about the Bennoch-Ansell propositions, there are not such | 
things in existence ; but had I not been fortified with Mr. Ansell’s opinion, 
I felt that my own would have had but little weight with this meeting. | 
[After referring at some length to the hurried mode in which the suggestions 
for the proposed amalgamation had been disposed of by the board, Mr. Ben- | 
noch proceeded to express his regret that the chairman and deputy-chairman, 
with those of the directors who acted with him in this matter, had not, see- | 
ing the tone of last Friday’s meeting, withdrawn their propositions altoge- 
ther. He then continued]: Gentlemen, the opinions which I have ex- | 
pressed to you have been confirmed in a manner which I had little reason to 
expect when I first advanced them. I have had letters from shareholders 
in all parts of the kingdom, expressing their thanks to me forthe step I have | 
taken, and urging me to do what I can to resist so iniquitous a proposal as 


























maximum of price, while they stringently give you a minimum of quality. 
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this. (Cheers.) ‘I will tell you frankly,”’ says one, ‘* that the impression 
made on my mind by Mr. Pearson’s pamphlet was, that it was an insult to 
the understandings of the shareholders.” (Cheers.) Other gentlemen, too, 
have expressed themselves equally strong upon the propositions, and declare 
that, in their judgments, wp are fallacious in every point of view. [Mr. 
Bennoch then recapitulated the statements advanced by him at the last meet- 
ing in support of his amendment, and having done so, he said]:—There is 
something mysterious—I will not say suspicious—about this proposal for 
amalgamation eae. It is a curious thing, that at the very time when 
that speech of the City Gas Company’s chairman, which Mr. Dakin has read, 
was delivered, and when that company was lamenting the low price of gas, 
-_ evidently looking to the time when a higher price might be obtained, 
the—— 

The CuarrMan: That was not a speech of the chairman of the City Com- 
pany 5 it was the Imperial. 

r. Bennocu : Then I will give you one from the chairman of the City 
Company, which will show that the feeling is general amongst the old 
companies. Mr. Gray is reported to have said at their last meeting—‘“ It 
must be perfectly well-known to gentlemen present who are connected with 
other companies, that the price at which we are supplying gas to the City of 
London is so much below that which in other places is obtained, that, though 
it is matter of regret, it cannot be of surprise, that we have not a better di- 
vidend to offer you. With one Py there is no company in the metro- 
polis or out of it, or in any one of the provinces, that is doomed, as we are, 
to sell gas at 4s. per 1000. Our present rental is £70,000 per annum, and, if 
we had only the advantage of an additional sixpence, it would raise our pro- 
fits to £9000—sufficient to hie 3 per cent., in addition to the dividend we 
are now in a position to declare.” So that, even in July last, Mr. Gray 
looked to the advancement in the price of gas as the only hope of realising 
the extra dividend of 3 per cent. (Hear, bear.) Well, gentlemen, the coin- 
cidence is very singular, that, within a month of that time, we find Mr. 
Timothy Tyrrell no Mr. Charles Pearson in communication with each other 
with regard to the amalgamation of these two companies. (Hear, hear.) I say, 
it looks suspicious; and I say more—supposing you were to amalgamate 
with the City Company, giving them 4-7ths of the shares, retaining only 
3-7ths for yourselves—you would be immediately in a minority; and the 
effect would be, you would be overborne by the majority to go to Parliament 
and get power to raise the price of gas. (Hear, hear.) 

The CuarrMAN: I must put Mr. Bennoch right with regard to that point. 
It has always been strenuously maintained, that in any arrangement the 
numbers should be equal. 
Mr. Bennocu: The numbers of what? 
The CHarrnMAN: Of directors. 
Mr. Bennocu: Iam not talking about directors, but shareholders; you 
, anes as though the directors were the company. Who is it that will decide 
the point, whether the company shall go to Parliament for powers to raise 
the eee! The shareholders; und, on the principles laid down, we, being 
in the minority, can do nothing. Let the principles laid down be once 
adopted, and the amalgamation effected, and what is to prevent an applica- 
tion to the Legislature in a year or two's time? We should thus be driven 
from the purpose for which this ompuay was instituted, and handed over to 
the Philistines, without even the aid of that jaw to which allusion was made 
at the last meeting. (‘‘ Hear,” and a laugh.) I believe, however, it does not 
require any arguments to induce you to negative these propositions. (Hear, 
hear.) I feel convinced that not twelve of B sn will hold up your hands in 
their favour when the division is taken. (Hear, hear.) The speaker con- 
cluded by moving the amendment which he submitted at the last meeting. 
Mr. Bovitx seconded the amendment; and, in a speech of some length, he 
restated the objections to the motion which he urged at the last meeting. He 
replied, also, to several remarks made by preceding speakers, The deputy- 
chairman told us (he said) that the City Company had all the cream of the 
trade. Why, so far from that being the case, their rental in the City is only 
£42,000 a year; the other portion of their gross income is made up of 4s. 6d. 
gas in Clerkenwell. (Hear, hear.) Ihave been at some pains to ascertain 
their profits in this latter place, and I find that the £22,000 a year, which 
I understand their Clerkenwell district represents, is produced by a 
supply of 98,000,000 feet of gas—the extra 6d. per 1000 on which 
|eomes to £2450. (Hear, hear, hear.) Deduct that from the net in- 
| come of £7500, it leaves £5050 as their profit at the uniform price of 4s. 
| (Hear, hear.) This is a very important feature in the case, to my mind, 
| because it shows that, were their charge for gas in every place 4s. per 1000, 
| it would reduce their dividend to 13 per cent. It is perfectly clear, too, that, 
| if we amalgamate with them, and the clauses of our bill are incorporated in 
| the eg Companies’ Act, we cannot ch: the Clerkenwell district 
| 4s, 6d. ; therefore we have to deal with a dividend of 1§ as the datum line. 
The portion of profit on their City distribution is 4d. per 1000, and upon 
| the Clerkenwell, 10d. ; so that, in point of fact, they get £2450 for 98,000,000 
| there, and only upon 232,000,000 in the City. (Hear, hear.) After 
| referring to the state of the City Company’s Pipes, a specimen of which he 
| produced for inspection, he said :—We want nothing from that company but 
| their trade. [A Proprietor: Yes, their good-will.] What is their good- 
| will worth? Certainly not more than ten years’ iy" Assuming that 
| they can bring their profits up to 5 per cent., and make £15,000 a year out 
| of their concern, the value of the good-will would therefore be £150,000, 
On the other hand, we getting 10 percent. already, have £15,000 a year ; so 
that, on the whole, the question of good-will is rather in our favour. (Hear, 
a, If we were to go to Parliament for an act to extend our pipes into 
| the Clerkenwell district, which everyone would support, their 4s. 6d. per 
1000 is gone, and their 98,000,000 is ours to a certainty. (Cheers.) By an 
| additiona outlay for retort-houses of £25,000, we can bring our production 
| up to 375,000,000 more than it is at present, We have works and gasholders 
, already equal to 500,000,000; our pipes are equal to 800,000,000—that is, to 
| bring up all the surplus needed for the City of London. Supposing we 
| reduced the price to 3s. 6d., we should then stand in this way :— 





Rental for 375,000,600, at3s.6d.. . . . . - . . £65,625 

Cost of gas, atls.9d. . . . . « «© « «© « « £32,812 

Lesson publiclamps . . . 1 6 0 ts 80 0 1,500 
os 6 2 « S 6 + ee + 1. * * 7,800 

DS « « 6 « + € 6 @ » eo 1,500 

Satepestem Debemteres 2. wt tl tlt ltl tlt 4,250 








_—— 47,862 

£17,763 

10 per cent. on £165,000 . . 2 2. « © © we we ow 16,500 
Balance. . . . « £1,263 


This is a calculation based on a supply at 3s. 6d., with a consumption of one- 
half more gas than we at present sell, anda dividend of 10 per cent. upon our 
capital. (Hear, hear.) After some further observations in reference to the 
mode of arriving at a true estimate of the value of each company’s shares, 
the speaker concluded by seconding the amendment. 








The CuarnMan said: I think I gather enough of the feelings of the share- 
holders present to believe that the propositions placed before them by us will 
meet with rejection at their hands, (Cheers.) If that be so, I beg to state 
that I have no other motive in bringing them before you than to give you 
the opportunity“of exercising your unbiassed judgment. ey hear.) I 
see exactly in what direction that judgment goes ; and therefore, having dis- 
charged my duty, I have no objection, if it is the wish of the meeting, and 
_ = who seconded the motion, agrees, to withdraw the propositions 

0, no. 
¢ Mr. Bennocnu: No, no; oe them to the vote. (Cheers.) ‘ 

Mr. Rowe said, he thought the question could not be so well gone into by 
a large meeting like the present, and that it would be better to appoint a 
committee of shareholders to act with the directors in the matter. (General 
expressions of disapprobation.) Of course, if it was not the wish of the 
shareholders present that any further step should be taken, such a proposition as 
he had suggested would be out of place; but he judged from what had passed 
that upon equitable terms they were all prepared to amalgamate. (Hear, 
hear.) If that were the case, and the motion and amendment now before 
them were withdrawn, the matter would drop altogether. He, for one, 
would be sorry to see such a result brought about, for he thought that an 
amalgamation would be an advantage to this company. (No, no.) He thought 
that those who opposed the present proposition had gone to as great an ex- 
treme one way as Mr. Pearson had the other. The question was taken up 
too much as a party question—(“‘No, no,” and re were 
losing sight of the real point of the debate. He hoped, before a final step 
were taken, some effort would be made to bring about the desired object. The 
old company had a large rental; and, if the Central did not, some other 
company would, take them up. (“ Let them go, then,” and great interrup- 
tion). It was to the interest of this company that the City should be pre- 
vented joining any other company ; and, if they could come to some arrange- 
ment, the additional trade, and consequent additional profit, must benefit 
them. (Question.) 

Mr. Rice made a few remarks upon the dangers arising from amalgama- 
tion in the case of railway companies, and urged the meeting to negative | 
the propositions now before them. Sigg | 

The CHarrMan said: Gentlemen, Ithink you are now quite ripe for | 
decision. (Hear, hear.) The question has.been thoroughly discussed, and I 
have no doubt which way your judgments will lead you. ough I see that | 
the topic of amalgamation is a very unpopular one, and the feeling of old 
rivalries has been brought to bear on the present occasion, I cannot but rejoice 
(even though I shall fail in carrying the propositions I have had the honour 
to submit to you) in the warmth, and zeal, and unanimity which distin- 
guishes the sharebolders in the Great Central Company. (Cheers.) Ido 
assure you I shall lend my efforts—and I speak, in this respect, not tor - 
self alone, but for the deputy-chairman and the whole of the board—to the 
vigorous prosecution of your interests in connection with this company, so 
that the most fervent wishes of my friend Bovill may be speedily realised, 
and you receive a 10 per cent. dividend from your own individual and inde- 
pendent trade. (Cheers.) Whatever, in the course of the "Ee discussion, | 
may have partaken of the character of recrimination, will, I hope, be for- 
gotten, and you will feel that, in what we have done, we have been actuated 
only by a desire to do our duty. (Cheers.) 

The amendment of Mr. Bovill was then 
unanimously, and amidst loud cheers. 

The CuainMAN: Gentlemen, I call this a most satisfactory meeting—there | 
is no division of opinion, and you have arrived at a safe and sound conclusion, | 
I have no doubt. 

On the motion of Mr. Kerry, a cordial vote of thanks to Messrs. Bennoch, 
Bovill, and Wyld, was then adopted; and it was resolved that the expenses 
incurred by them in the investigation should be paid out of the funds of the 


x 





put to the meeting, and carried 


company. 
Messrs. Wyld and Bennoch briefly acknowledged the compliment. 
A vote of thanks to the chairman and directors was also agreed to, and the 
proceedings terminated. 





SeizvRE AND SALE oF Pusiic Works aT RoTHERHAM.—The introduc- 
tion of the Health of Towns’ Act into the town of Rotherham, in the West 
Riding, has been attended with most serious consequences to the inhabitants. 
The first local board for the town was elected about four years ago, and ap- 

inted Mr, W. Lee, who had been previously connected with the General 

oard of Health, as their engineer. The board had the power of borrowing 
on security of their rates to the extent of about £32,000, and shortly after 
their election inaugurated expensive systems of drainage and water-supply 
for the town and district. The execution of the works was pressed on with 
vigour, and the board required that private property should be simultane- 
ously drained into the public sewers. They were, indeed, so urgent on this 
latter point, that they undertook to execute the private drainage through 
their own contractors for a small per centage above the actual cost. Includ- 
ing the private drainage, which cost them £3000, the board expended about 
£40,000 in works of drainage and water-supply, offices, &c., thus largely 
exceeding their borrowing powers. The compulsory execution of the pri- 
vate drainage, together with 1 the levying of heavy rates for the payment of 
the interest on the money borrowed for public works and other expenses, exe 
cited such strong dissatisfaction in the town, that about a year ago a meeting 
was held, and a committee appointed to investigate the board’s affairs. The 
committee produced a strong condemnatory report, and in March last several 
of its members were elected to fill the places on the board of gentlemen who 
had died or retired by rotation. In a of unexpected difficulties, 
the water-supply at this time was very far from having reached the degree 
of sufficiency originally contemplated by the board; but, on the election of 
the new members, a stop was at once put to all further expenditure in that 
direction. During last season, a bill was introduced into the House of Com- 
mons for increasing the borrowing powers of local boards of health, and the 
Rotherham board expected to find in its powers an easy mode of escape from 
the difficulties consequent on their contracts so largely exceeding their bor- 
rowing powers. Unfortunately for them, the bill was defeated, and the board 
have found it impossible to meet their engagements, Legal proceedings have 
consequently been resorted to by several of their creditors, and a few days 
ago their expensive water-works, a offices, &c., were seized by the 
sheriff’s officer, at the suits of the Earl of Effingham, for £1100, Mr. Simpson 
(contractor), for £900, and Beecroft, Butler, and Co., for about £1500. At 
the close of last week the works were sold to the seizing creditors, on an ap- 
praisement by the sheriff’s officer, The consequence is, that, after an expen- 
diture by the board of about £40,000, the inhabitants are entirely at the 
mercy of the creditors for their a and also in a great measure for 
their drainage, the efficiency of which is largely dependent upon the water- 
supply. Claims to the amount of £4000 or #5600 are still unsatisfied, and it 
is feared that the disasters of the town will be further aggravated by pro- 
ceedings in the Court of Chancery on the part of the unpaid creditors, In 
the neighbouring town of Worksop, the local board of health have likewise 
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involved themselves in pecuniary difficulties, and a few days ago had their 
office fixtures, &c., seized for rent 


Fate or ALDERMAN CaRr’s PLaTe.—On Tuesday, the 30th ult., the ser- 
vice of plate which should have been presented to Alderman Carr was sold by 
auction, at the mart of Mr. Nicholson, in High Street. The history of this 
unfortunate service of plate has been from time to time laid before our read- 
ers, At their last general fey 9 the shareholders of the Sheffield Gas 
Consumers’ Company resolved that the sum of £100 be awarded to Alderman 
Carr, as a token of respect and esteem, on the part of the company, and their 

titude for the services he had rendered the undertaking. The affair was 
eft in the hands of the directors; and that body of gentlemen having shortly 
afterwards embarrassed themselves in law transactions, appropriated the 
greater portion of the money for other purposes, and the resolution remained 
in abeyance for some time. At length questions were asked, and the direc- 
tors expended the sum of £30 in purchasing a small service of plate. This 
| they wished to present to Alderman Carr in lieu of the £100 voted at the 
meeting, but of course he refused to accept it, and the “‘ rogue’s plate’’ was | 
| carried off aa of the directors and placed in his back parlour. Subse- 
| quently Mr, Unwin told the directors of the Consumers’ Company that they 
must either present the £100 to Alderman Uarr, or the plate must be taken 
| to the offices in Shude Hill and sold, the proceeds to be applied towards dis- 
charging the debts of the company. At the last general meeting, Mr. Iron- 
| side asked Mr. Alcock where the plate was? ‘ Oh!” said Mr. Alcock, ‘it’s 
| at Seale’s; I know nothing about it.’ Mr. Ironside recommended him to 
| send it down to the offices in Shude Hill, and the hint appears to have been 
| acted upon. At the sale the attendance was numerous, and the circumstances 
| which have marked the history of the plate afforded iderable a t | 
| to the bidders. Ultimately Messrs Moss and Myers, jewellers, of High Street, 








cases of the London and South-Western Railway Company against the poor- 
rate of Staines. He said that the appellants claimed that the rate should be 
reduced to £159, whilst the respondents contended that it should continue at 


apply to that amount such corrections as the evidence warran 
additions needed were as to two items which the appellants had estimated | 
too highly. The first was for renewal of the permanent way—viz., of the, 
railway line and turn-tables. A proper correction of that item raised the| 
rate on the line at Staines from £159 to £265. The other correction was in 

respect to tenants’ profits. These consisted of a sum equivalent to the inte- | 
rest which a tenant might obtain for his capital if he invested it in unexcep- | 


| Gefaleation of servants, and liability to make compensation for injury to 





656. The court would adopt the figures proposed by the ny and 
. The only| 


tionable security, and in this country such amount was not great. Consols 
were yesterday above 94, and the interest which a prudent capitalist would 
obtain was over 3 but under 5 per cent. The company, as occupiers of the) 
railway, must have an allowance for the risks to which their capital is exposed, 
beyond placing it out at interest. These risks consist mainly in the possible | 


passengers. The capital needed to work the railway is, in round numbers, | 
£500,000, and an allowance thereon of 24 per cent. for all actual appreciable 
risks would be £12,500. He felt satisfied that the items of such risks in the 
accounts of the company amount to a smaller sum. On the whole, therefore, | 
7% per cent. on tenants’ capital, or £37,500 a year, was more than was needed | 
for allowance for loss of interest and extra risk to capital. Then came a sum, || 
properly included in tenants’ profit, and justly due—viz., a reasonable com- || 
pensation for the application of the tenants’ time and skill to the subject of | 
the occupation. Allowing 15 per cent. on tenants’ profit, that would include 
7} per cent.—that is, the £37,000 per annum put into the occupiers’ pocket, 
in addition to a full equivalent for interest, and all moneys, risks, and the 
resulting addition to the rate would be £195, making the total for the part of 





| 


became the purchasers, for the sum of £29, 18s. 6d.—Sheffield paper. 


Rattway Assessmevt Apprat Casze.—At the 


| Thursday, Mr. Pashley, the assistant-judge, gave judgment in the appea, 





Middlesex Sessions on 


the railway in Staines £469. The court, therefore, fixes the rate at that 
sum. Costs will not be given, as, although the litigation has lasted since 
1851, great fairness has been shown by both parties during the proceedings. 
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NOTICE.—INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 


RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 
ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 
Stuffing-lioxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
cery has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX, ROSS 
and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITYLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
them from further infringing the above Patent; and 
that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. 
ALEX. ROSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
Lonpbon (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
maile to order from the best-selected Oak-Bark Tanned 
Leather. 

Prices Current to be had on application. 





PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 
No. 66, Snow-hill, London, 


Wirriam SMITH, by the 


improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 


Advertisements. 


JAMES NEWTON, 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anv 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 

Depot for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


WILLIAM RICHARDSON & CO., 
ENGINEERS, IRONFOUNDERS, 


AND 
CONTRACTORS 
Jor the Erection, Enlargement, and Repair of 


GAS & WATER WORKS, 


No. 84, CHARLES-STREET, CITY-ROAD, 





and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjustin 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Leve 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 

eat desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 
Equitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the gas. f : 

Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 

Station Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 


notice. 





LONDON. 
| Works: 
| Tunnel Foundry and Iron Works, DUDLEY, 








TO GAS COMPANIES. 


J. W. GRAZEBROOK, 

75, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, 
Having applications for New and Second-hand GaS 
Apparatus, weuld be obliged by those Companie® 
—k Apparatus to dispose of, to send particulars. 
And Companies requiring Apparatus are solicited to 
| apply. 

PIPES, RETORTS, TANKS, GASHOLDERS, &c. 
| on Shortest Notice. 
| STOURBRIDGE and NEWCASTLE FIRE GOODS. 
\ ConTRACTS TAKEN. 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the | 


LESMAHAGO GAS COAL: 


| 
AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of | 

Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of 
Gas Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that he is pre- , 
pared to ship the best quality of the above well-known | 

COALS at Glasgow or Leith; and also to deliver them 

at the railway stations upon, or connected with, the 
Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be | 
required, | 
Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- | 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson | 

and Co., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago; or J. H. Jones, 

1, Poets’-corner, Westminster, sole Agent for London. 

Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 
MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 

159, West GEORGE STREET. | 


CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. 


Pt HOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 





PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 
Snort Street, New Cut, Blackfriars, LONDON, 
The Bank of England is fitted entirely with these 
Valves, from the smallest branch to the largest main 
ipe. 

The following, among numerous testimonials, will be | 
found very satisfactory :— } 
« The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, | 
Broad-street, Ratcliff, London, June 10,1846. || 

“‘Gentlemen,—In reply to your inquiry, I have to 
state that ‘ Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used || 
by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- | 
sively for seven years past. 1t was adopted to obviate { 
conical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to answer | 
the pur pose intended. 1} 

“T have recommended its use in several provincial 
towns with which I am professionally connected, and | 
have not received any complaint of its having failed in | 
any respect of performing satisfactorily all that is | 
required of it.—I am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 1 
**GEDDIE PEARSE. | 
“ Messrs, Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” 


— = = 
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MR. HENRY GORE, 


CIVIL AND areas GAS ENGINEER. 
FFICB, 
25, YORK PLACE, LEEDS. ms 
WEST and GREGSON, 








| vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 
| W.and G. would respectfully call the attention of 





GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &e. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 


Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 


Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
| present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
rt and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 


| o 





JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 
ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 
} ALLIANCE IRON Works, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 


JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Banp Roan, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 

Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- | 
| nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, | 
| made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- | 
; mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly, | 








JOSEP 

PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 

No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police Office. —Late of No.1, Coppice-row, 

LONDON 

Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus. 


RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 


Hundred and Thirty-fifth Thousand, 
ADVANTAGES 


‘GAS IN PRIVATE HOUSES. 


BY J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
A New Edition, Revised in 1855. 
Price:—Per 1000 copies, £5; 500 ditto, £2, 15s.; any 


smaller number, 12s. per 100, 


Twenty-seventh Thousand. 


|'GAS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 


ITS USES, CONVENIENCES, AND 
ECONOMY. 
Price : —1000 copies, £3. 3s. ; 500 ditto, £1. 15s.; any 
smaller number, 7s. 6d. per 100, 
A single copy of either of the above-mentioned books 


IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 
i Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
|| class Gas Coals will please to ap®ly to Mr. MATTHEW 


NgsBIT, EI1IGHTON Moor OFFick, NEWCASTLE-UPON- | 


|| Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 


richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River | 
They are extensively used by metropolitan gas | 


| Tyne. 
works. 
GEORGE CUTLER, 
| GASHOLDER MAKER, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 
Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
materials and workmanship. 
‘PIRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
| CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
| DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
| Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 





| Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINS, 78, Lombard 
|| Street. 


ROBERT MACLAREN, 
(Successor to Andrew Liddle and Co.,) 
IRONFOUNDER AND GAS ENGINEER. 
Manufacturer of Patent Iron Tubing, Block Tin, 
Lead, and Composition Tubing. Cast-iron Gas and 
Water Pipes of all sizes, and every description of 

Gas Apparatus. 
H GLOBE FOUNDRY, GLASGOW. 


JONES, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 

e No. 44, OLD-STREET, St. Luke’s, London, 
begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies 

yto his latest improvements in the WET METER, b 
{;means of which water cannot be abstracted, neither 
;| can Gas by any possibility pass through the Meter with- 
| out registering. 

JAMES PINCHBECK, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURER, 
26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-ROW, 

ISLINGTON, LONDON. 

| Begs respectfully to announce to Gas Companies and 
| Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical expe- 

rience, he is enabled to supply a METER combining 

correctness, durability, and economy. 
{ N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 
' 

OTICE.—Mr. N. DEFRIES, Consult- 
| ING GAS ENGINEER, begs to inform gas 
| companies and the public, that he is desirous of meeting 
‘any gentlemen at his WORKS, NEW ROAD, ST. 











nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’sWharf, | 


will be sent, on application to the Author ONLY, by 
payment of the postage (1d.). 

These little books are written in asimple and familiar 
style; showing the comfort, convenience, safety, and 
economy of Gas. ‘They are intended for gratuitous dis- 

tribution by Gas Companies. They have already done 
good service, and the author is anxious still further to 

extend their usefulness. 

The present high prices of tallow and oil are favour- 
able to a more general adoption of gas in private houses. 
Let its advantages, as yielding a pure, cheap, and 

healthful light, be properly explained, and there will 
be no difliculty in getting over a few old-fashioned pre- 
judices. Those persons who have experienced the 
benfits of gas-light never go back to candles or lamps. 
JOHN W. PARKER AND SON, 

WesT STRAND, LONDON. 
Black Rock, Brighton. 


J ONES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- 
e SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, lends, Branches 
and Tees, Syphons, my Rain-water Pipes, &c.; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same. Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. Jongs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDB, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 





ABIIFICIAL Hydraulic or Portland 
CEMENT, for Brickwork, Concrete, Plastering, 
&c., combines the valuable qualities of the natural 
Cements, with the additional advantage that it greatly 
excels them in its cementitious properties; that it is 
not affected by frost, and does not vegetate in damp 
situations. Account of COMPARATIVE EXPERI- 
MENTS on the strength of this and other Cements 
(read at the Institute of Civil Engineers) to be ob- 
tained from the Makers, JouN BAZLEY WHITE and 
BrortuHers, Millbank Street, WESTMINSTER, who pre- 
pare one quality only of Portland Cement. 








PANCRAS, where, under his own superindence of the | 

| manufacturing department, they will have the fullest | 
opportunity of investigating the many improvements he | 

| has recently effected in his ROTARY-VALVE DRY 

|, GAS-METER, by which full security will be afforded | 
against leakage and non-registration, even against the | 


| searching effects of Cannel Coal Gas. The Rotary-Valve 
| Meter is warranted to register inflexibly correct at a 
working pressure of half a tenth, and less than a quar- 
| ver of a foot per hour upon a blue light; and a guarantee 
| will be given to all gas companies to keep it in repair 
for not less than five years, free of expense. With this 
| meter the gas-supplier may fully depend upon a fair 
return, and the public upon having a just measurer. 
GAS BATHS, GAS COOKING and 
i) STOVES, for all classes. The British Polytechnic Gas- 
| fire, &c. Conservatories and Buildings heated by gas, 
| and perfect ventilation secured, 
| Any gentleman desirous of consulting Mr. Defries 


|in especial cases, may meet him either at his office, 


SQuARE, by giving one day’s notice. 
Gas-works erected for private houses, where no gas 
company exists. 





HEATING | 


145, REGENT STREET, or at his residence, 5, FIrzRoy | 


SHEARS AND SONS’ 
PATENT DRY GAS METERS 

Are supplied to Gas Companies and the Public as ‘the 
| best and simplest Dry Gas Meters in use. They are 
| acknewledged to be of first-rate workmanship and accu- 
| racy of registration.—Shears and Sons continue to sup- 
ply these Meters on the most favourable terms; and they 
also manufacture Wet Gas Meters, to which they apply 
| their Patent Indices. 

BANKSIDE, LONDON. 





PADDON AND FORD, 


PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
Manufacturers of Werand Dry Gas METERS, STATION 
METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, || 

Gas Stoves, and LANTERNS. 

Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
in Gas Works supplied. | 


SHEEN, Gas and Railway 

¢ Lantern Maker, 904, Holborn Hill, begs to 

inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 

tinues to contract and .upply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 





ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, , ire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 


GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in || 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the || 
most inent Gas Engi s, aud the experience of || 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom. | | 
Orders promptly executed. | 
| 


Te } 


HITWELL PRIMROSE GAS | 
COAL.—These excellent Gas Coals can be |} 
shipped either at the South Dock, SUNDERLAND; or || 
Old Harbour, HartLepoot; or Brandling Drops. || 
| 














SouTH SHIELDs; on application to the WHITWELL 
CoaL CoMPANY, Sunderland. } 





ALFRED PENNY, I} 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 

Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted generally on all matters connegted with gas and || 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
n Gas and Water-Works. 
*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. || 
AS EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


: by using the Tubes and Fittings Manufactured 
y 


JOHN RUSSELL and CO., 
whose Goods are all well Tested and Warranted, 








| 

Inventors and first manufacturers of Lap-welded Flues 

for Locomotive and Marine Boilers, 

John Russell and Co, are the Original Manufacturers, | 

and at present the Holders, of the Patent for Tubes. 
WAREHOUSES, 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 

MANUFACTORY, 

THE OLD TUBE WORKS, CHURCH HILL, 

WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 





PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


} 
AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 
Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. | , 
Manufactory(and Warehouze),Goswell-mews, Goswell- 
road, London. 

Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 
manufactured to any size, m inch bore and 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, 
either with or without a spiral wire inside. 

VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from } inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. 

ULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, 
(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 

VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-TiGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. 


ALTER MABON, Engineer, 

ARDWICK IRON WorKS, FAIRFIELD STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 

Manufacturer of | 

TRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 

GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. hasan extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet || 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- |, 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, || 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- |! 
pared for Slates or for Co ated Iron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Marufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings. 

PIPES and VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 
to 48 inches bore. i 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Di to Wholesale Purchasers. 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromivne, 3s. per Ounce. 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 
APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £5. 5s., 
, InveNTED By LEWIS THOMPSON, Esq., M.R.C.S, 
REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, GAS PROPRIETORS, AND GAS ENGINEERS. 
JOHN VICKARY 


begs to call the attention of the above to his improved METALLIC CASE GAS-METER, an improvement which has met with entire approbation from the various Gas 
Companies and Engineers to whom he has introduced it, and acknowledged to be the greatest improvement that has been made since the year 1832; at which period a | 
metal was introduced for the construction of the Dram, Syphon, and Float, capable of resisting any impurities arising from either gas or water, which has been found to | 
answer every expectation; as, in repair, Drums of the above date are found in perfect and good condition, when the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., are quite | 
destroyed and entirely past repair. ; } 
J. V. has introduced a coating or lining of the above metal in the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., thereby rendering the whole as durable as the Drum, as not | 
a particle of tin plate is exposed to the action of either water or gas; and preventing the possibility of gas passing above the water line through the front into the body of | 
the Case to the outlet unregistered, which frequently occurs, When the Meter has been in use for any length of time it is generally found that rust or decay takes place | 
above rather than under the water line, which is only discovered when they need repair. Also the Inlet-pipe and Valve-box are generally found quite decayed, which | 
cannot happen in the above improvement. 

pd y “m eels bey me that the above will be found a most desirable and perfect instrument, as it contains all other improvements of utility that have been introduced | 
up to the present time.’ - 

The most strict attention is given to the workmanship as well as the registration of every Meter, to render them perfectly accurate. 
Station Meters, Governors, &c., made on the shortest notice, as weil as Gas Cooking Apparatus of every description, Gas Baths, &c. 
Meters sent at the lowest London prices. 


[Jan. 6, 1857. 














Carriage paid to any part of England, 
WEST OF ENGLAND GAS METER AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTORY, 84, FORE STREET, EXETER. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., F. & C. OSLER, 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND 44, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, ee 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, Manufactory— Broad-street, Birmingham, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companiesand the public, MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 

best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Liane Pipes 
(Made from “ Recisterep’’ Designs), with Glass Brancugs, &c.; suitable 
for DRaAWING-ROOMS and BALL-RooMs. The more extensive use of Gas in 


of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, &c. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, private dwellings has induced Messrs. OstER to direct their particular atten- 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- tion to the manufacture of this class of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


ate attention. 
THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMsTE 
ON THE LowgsT TzRMS. 





CHARLES Hors.ey, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c.; also civi) engineering 
in general, 














berry) ole reel WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 
{ (Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 
py an ap ing encima COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


IN GLASS, ORMOLU, & BRONZE. Beg to announce that, in addition to th fact f GAS-METERS, th ti th fact 
e at, In a ition to e manutacture o Ate! ey continue e€ manufacture 
OUTSIDE SHOP LANTERNS, | of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr. 























Lined with Patent Silvered Glass. William Parkinson. 
Wrought Iron, Composition, and Tin Tube, _These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the 
WITH EVERY DESCRIPTION OF registration of the fluids passing through them. 
GAS PITTING S, — es NS eet 
ALWAYS IN STOCK. J. W. & J. CHANDLER, HARRIS AND PEARSON 
CHANDELIERS and FITTINGS LATE . suovararces oF ’ 
made to Order on the Shortest Notice. BEVERIDCE, HEDLEY, & CHANDLER, 
JET MOONS, GLOBES, SAUCERS, & CHIMNEYS, ENGINEERS, MILLWRIGHTS, BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
IN EVERY VARIETY, WHOLESALE AND FOR IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS, &c., a nee oe 
EXPORTATION. MANUFACTURERS OF ALI. DESCRIPTIONS OF | FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS, &C, 
, "1 > = vor P A AT 5 “ - 
HODGE and ROBERTS, ‘AND PIPE-TESTING MACHINES, Austscers ¥ jie ss ha Wouks, 
101, HATTON GARDEN, LONDON. NELSON POUNDRY, . 
Pattern Books of Chandeliers, and also of all kinds PRESTON. Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
of _ = sent to any part of the Kingdom on ¥.B.— A stock of Pipes always on hand, from 14 inch Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
ication. and upwards. 
=. a RETORT AND BOILERZSETTING. 
TO GAS COMPANIES, FITTERS, AND 
JOHN BRYAN, MPANTES, FITTERS, FREDERICK SIMMONDS, Sen., 
GENERAL COMMISSION AGENT, LOYD d SUMMERFIELD No. 11, WELLINGTON STREET, OLD Forp Roan, 
. 1, SANDHILL, an f ELLY, | Thirty years RETORT SETTER to some of the leading 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, a ee of CUT Se r al ame mag sn8 Fetes IGas Gomgonica,to whom he can 
- . P * ys oF y | refer, begs leave to draw attention to his economical 
 vespee: Lard Apparatus, Cay Hetors, FirerBricke, are 4 os phen Lustres, and Chandeliers of | moce of Setting Clay or Iron Retorts, &c. 
_ i i s . 8. i ial: 
Coals, &c.—Prices, and Lists of Freights and Carriage ans Gises Woden, Snniiensn. BB Rca aes to provide all materials and labour, 





sent on application. 


HULETT AND CO, ss anv ss, HIGH HOLBORN, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 
Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas-Meter 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same tu 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 
PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &c.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 


COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mairis, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 
Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 
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